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oy Ph the « Towih of Fu; Dofrines which phy Jabs os 
merly Taught ; and that in thoſe Places there may be a large- 
Hiſtory written, not only of the DoRrine, but real 'Praftice 
of Paſſive Obedience, in the Sufferings of thoſe "Men, who 
contrary ta the new Maxims of Government, 29. Obedience 
where they can have no ProteFion. 

' And now, ChriStian good Reader, if thou ſhalt bs convin- 
ced of the Verity of theſe Narejon Deduftions, by the ſubſe- 
quent undeniable Truths, Thave Tie one thing to requeſt from 
thee; and that is no more than what thy Profe ſion will. oblige 
wid command thee ; T mean, to put on Bowels of Mercy and 
Compaſſion to the Poor, Aﬀiifted, Diſtreſſed, to help them as 
much as thou art able with thy Subſtance, and to extend 
that Charity which us already gone over the Alps, and bath 


aſſiſted the Proteſtants in France, Hungary, and Pied- 


mont, to thy Neighbouring Brethren, and of thy Commus- 


.” aion, in Scotland : and if thy Circumſtances are too mean: - 
to aſſiſt- them with thy Purſe, be ſure to let them have 


thy Charity: for their Sufferings, in thy hearty Prayers for 
a happy and ſudden Deliverance from thoſe who fo Cruelly 
and Deſpightfully uſe them. 4 

| | Farewel.. 
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My Lord, ; 


-. Some inſtance” of my. to Your Lordſhi be 9h expeFed, 
| —_ oo oy ” and none (pe rg tek noble and 
proper from this Place than the preſent Condition of the Church | 

of Scotland 3 which _ Your Lordſhip may more fully un- 
derſtand from ſome other better able to give it, yet that Conſide+ 

. ration is: 10A for my Silence in ſo important an Aﬀair ; 

and this-ufe at leaft will be made of my Attempt, to teſftifie to 

Your- Lordſhip, bow ready I ſhall be to give an account of ather 

Tranſaftions not. ſo well known at London. 


HE Church of Sezt}and is at this time- under the Claw of- 
an inraged Lion; Epiſcopacy abolifhed, and its Revenues 
alienated; the Clergy routed, ſome by a form of Sentence, 
| - and others by violence and popular Fury; their Perſons . 
and: Families abuſed; their Houſes ranfack'd, thayir Gowns torn to 
' pieces, with many other Injuries and Indignities done them, which I- 
forbear naming, that I may not martyr your Lord{hip's Patience: by the- 
bare recital of them. '- My" Poſt in- the Army, as it has carried me un- 
to many places of this:Kingdom, fo it bas given me as many Qppor-- 
tunities to ſee and lament their Condition. + | i 
The Occafion of: all theſe Diſaſters, is, the prevailing -Strength of*+ 
the Comeronian:/Paxty; a Faction here, taking its Name from! one-/ 
Cameron, formerly; their Leader,- and who:was: flair in! his Rebellion > 
They are a ſort of: Presbyrerians, or rather: Fifth-Monarchy-men, va-- 
Joe area K. William nor K. Fames, any farther than as -thefe Prin- 
ces happen. to: pleaſe: them': /Some defigning Heads in the Council ard - 
Parliament, have /made- uſe of thoſe Mens-Hands to bring their Ends 
about, . whoſe:Weakneſs otherways was too diſcervable, From 'theſe> . 
Diſorders. they+ireprefent abroad: the Inclination' of the Peoples to the - 
Presbyterian Government, and alledge the Popular Zcalz when. it ig 
highly ſuſpected they are only: Tumults of their own making, other. 
67 Hb EJs, 
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---ways, upon the Complaints and Petitions of injur'd Perſons, Redreſs 
might be obrained; which however they are forfar from;"that after 
fach Remonſtrancer they” fare rhe” worfe; "2nd have” this Aggravation 
'to their Miſcries, that they are unpitiedgby thoſe who ought to 'pro» 
te& them 3 nay; now at laft"the/Gopernment it (elk, iz hetome a Party - 
againſt them'3/ #nd*where before good Neighbourtiood ”and well aff 
Qed Perſons ſcrened their Miniſters from the Diſſenters * Barbarity, 
now they ſuffer by a Form of Law, Ads of Council, and are them- 
_ reputed Malignants , and ſuffer as a diſcontente&,Faftious 

cople. | 

' And yet the Church- Party, boils for- Number: and- Quality;' was 
. predominant in-this Nation. The: Nobles and Gentry-aze generally 
Epiſcopal, and ſo 'the Peaple;, eſpecially Northward:, where; to my 
own . Knowledge, they axe ſo. well affected, that it would-be: no: hard 
Task. to brivg. them, Cultni &*- Ritibus. cum. Hnglis: Communibus ſub- 
ſeribere, as Buchonax faith the Ancient Scots: did:- when: they tiood in 
fear of the French, and delired. England's Afſitance-.againſt them. 
My frequent Reading of our Service, and Preaching in theie.Churches 
to the Auditorics SatisfaQRion, the- Carcdfſes of the Gentzy;,. and re- 
ſpe& of the Ordinary People, whenever I met them, infers (o much, 
and- plainly diſcovers that-they neither abharred. me. nor 'iny Way of 
Religies, - +. | O80 ana; 18% 5 8 

At Penh 1 was: readily admitted into the Chureh:-and Pulpij 

the Magiſtrates refuſed-the ſame Favor to the: Lord: Cardroſe, a«Privy _ 
-Counſ. lor, and the Lord Argyle, in behalf of two Cameronian Preach-. 
exs4 and though -the -foxmer of theſe fora d: bis) way thither upon, 
one - Sunday, yet the|Eoxd Provoſt: was: better: provided: againſi-ano- 
thex, and;took the ſame method, I mean! the: Strength of the» City, 
to oppoſe : and: baffle the latter 3 and when. (it! was urg'd- by. both 
theſe Lords, that that Liberty they defired: was granted to me ſome 
Sundays before, the Magiſtrates excus'd themſelves withian Ordes to 
that purpoſe feam Sir Fohn ;Eanter, Even at Edinburgh icfclt the Factic: 
was (0. weak, that they-were-forced to-{end privately ito: tha Weſtifor' 
aſſiſtance, before they durſt attempt any violence! againſt! the! reguli# 
Clergy ; but the College of Jultice being -informed\of 'their 'coming,' 
armed -themſclves and- their :Friends, and fo were ſecured . both they 
and” their Miniſters; watil; an-; Order. was. obtained'1for- laying. down 
their Axms againi.;; Jlodced at; Glaſgow the: Faction: iicftronger, and this 
Town maybe fſaidi to be the warmeſt Neſt of: the Cameronianriacd! 
yet, to my Knowledge,-the moſi conliderable, and+Perfons: of : the beſt! 
Quality , axe very well affected, and would: preyail; were it-not-for: 
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che-Aﬀiance:of the Mountairietrs; whichelie 'Malignants have ſore 
times: hroaght- privately [into the: Town -toaffault and over-awe the 
others. But then it is a'wonder:'the Adverſary* ſneceeded: fo well, 
and-that. they have got tobfuch' an Alcerdency' av'to rdin-the Charch, 
if it be ſuppoſed that the Church-wasifo txong/ tocHhaveradted in Her 
own' Safety 57ycti it th totmmuchr to! beadehited at, iFthis' be" eonſi- 
dered 3 That inthe beginnirig df this Revolacior, the Epiſcopal Party 
in Scotland, : not knowing at that time how far- things would go, 
judged it- ſafeſt: for them to: keep at a diftance3/and having a deep 
Impreſfion of 'thein' Allegiance. to: King 'Famer, 'they appeared a. litcle 
too -tendex;aad- unconcerned: in the Eleqion of Members, for” the 
Conveationi: by >which'-means "the" Diſcontented aril- Presbyterian 
Party, as; they" are in themſelves always very active, fo:upon this oc- 
calion .they became -more- numerous; and carried: it againtt 'thofe/ few 


_ Gentlemien'ithat-ſhewed themſelves for the Charch and old Conftitu- 


tion.  The\-Hrſt Inſtance and; Difcovery 'of their new Strength. j was 
heip carrying the- Vote for the-Committee about -controverted Ele- 
Nions z/ a\/Point not obtained with difficaltys | as' the Convention' was 
then compoſed 3 and: the conſequence was, That no Epiſcopal Gen- 
tleman ſhould be admitted 'in cafe of a competition, let the number - 
of EleGors in Shire -or /Borough-be never fo wnequal; nay, many were - 
allowed: ito: bt: Members of that «Convention, who were -uncapable 
to fit by. the:moſt ancient. Laws iofi the. Kingdom, either in Conven- 
tion. or Parliament; / and 'cſpecially-ſuch as were not infeoft in their 
Eltates, of which, Inſtances might be -given. The Epiſcopal Party 
finding this, - moſt of the Nobility. withdrew themſelves both "from - 
Canyention and Parliament : and if my Lord Dundee had lived, (who 
was a: great. Patron of this Clergy )/;none doubts but / that he had 
nude +. an whole 'State of Affairs in this: Nation :- And having men- 
tioned that Gentleman's Name, I infert one Word concerning: the - 
Troaubles:of which he kemed:.to be the-whole occaſion in this Coun- 
ry, buy did :nd-more- I think 'than what a great many others would 
ave done; on the ſame reaſon of Sclf-preſervation, '* It appears then, 
that, in ithe; beginning ihe fat-in the! Convention, 'and intended fo to. 
do, till he; beard of a: deſign . on: foot* to 'affafficate- his-Pcrfon : he 
complained of this to 'the Convention; 'and defired their Protection, - 
but.no.notice was taken. :of it 3; he repeated his Complaints, and: of- 
fered.to proverthe Artempt, -.and=declated;} char without the Aﬀi- - 
tance of their; Authority, cherheldiconot 'fafei-to attend any longer. 
Bue;all chis to-noi}purpoſe 3 the -onfy' [Anſwer the had; was, - that bis. *. 
Non-attendance would. be no great loſs to them. - Hereupon he with- 


drew., > * 


I 


drew himſelf. to. the Mountains 3 and bcing-/a' Perſon of great: Spirit 
and good -ConduQt, he was reſolved not only to'defend himſelf, but 
call them alſo to an Account whom he found {o much incenſed and” 


ſet againſt hm; and it is generally believed here; he would have/gone 
no further. — But cnough of this. | | 


The only means, My Lord, to remedy all this, is, the Diſſolution. 
of this Parliament; and then it is not to be doubted but the Epiſcopal 


"Party will ſhew their own Strength, and: concern themſelves more 
-in a new Ele@ion than they did in that before; for their eyes are 
now ſufficiently opened, and they (cc,- though ſomewhat late, their 
former Omiſſion and Miſtakez but withal, fee no poſbility to re. 
"txieve themſelves if this Parliament continue. Tndeed- they wonder 
\that his Majeſly can be very fond of keeping it a:foot, fince they 
-have taken away ſo eminent a Branch of his an js Foe to deny 
e it. P; 


him a Sovercign Intereſt here, in what is. debatab! rljament : 
They wonder that his Maj. Ry is not ſenſible how little'they value the 
-promoting of his Service, that notwithſtanding! the great necefſicy>of 
his Aﬀairs, they have. not thought fit to. give him a Penny : They 
wonder how the Presbytery of the Church can ſute Monarchy- in the 
Srate,,and that one Ruler ſhould give. incouragement to the ſettin 
up of many : They wonder. how it comes: to 'paſs:that the Clergy of 
Scotland ſhould be.:by. a.form. of, Law: turn'd: out of their Benetices 
for not praying 'for King, #illiam-and :Queen'Mary, in terminir, when 
the lotruders themſclves, as: 1 have obleryed, refuſe to doit in their 
uſurped Pulpitsz and it is <qually ſtrange, that even theſe Gentlemen 
that have complied in that particular, and.in reading the' Proclama- 
tion, axe notwichlianding dilmils'd their. Charges by 'fome' other Li- . 
bel, or in caſe any be wanting, to fer the Rabble' to: work to. out 
them. So that ſecing no Obedience can ſecure then, bur” that they 
are deſiin'd for Sacrihces to thoſe wild People 3 this is the reaſon wh 
as yet they haye made no Addreſs to the King, nor'think themſelves 
encouraged to do it, fince their inveterate and implacable Enemies 
have His Majeſtics Ears ſo much, as to make ſuch an' Attempt of 'no 
effec to them: And, my Lord, they alſo wonder, that the Chuictf of 
England endeayours not to interpoſe, and move the -King 'to pity 
them in their -pri ſent Calamity, fince- 4he violent Party-in- Scotland 
will certzioly 'ipflame the Diſcontented in England, forthey'-are ſworn 
by their Covenant-:to,:Reform _ i:»glend . vpon their model; and to 
purge the Neighbour-Lapd from;[Popery-and Superfiition.' | My Lord, 
I have had .che -Honor-.and Happineſs to converſe with the Clergy 
| #2 v0S: here 
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py what caritbt_aiade"appear to-be tfue, beyond all contradiction. 
L-take my: Riſe fronthe-Dearh* of that Great Prince, King Charles 
the Second. He -lefc..chis Church, of Scotland i in- more peaceful £con-> 
dition; than jt had been: of a x longs time: before -- it = united 'to'a ve- 
le, dagree :' er Scotebmen wete of one Communio! 
Popiſh-Pe = Were = one to five, re ud: 
Quakers/w oy -one,' tc 
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Unity; oh, Preps were. gen > ht our 6 ks, phe 
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uit: War, and they, had" Commiſhn from” King. Zeſi. for 
doubt he would never, have made the” Freatmenc they - 


len-in love with Moderation. | oh ThE 
When King. James came tothe Throne, Monmouth" in Exgland,.'and 
"Argyle: in Scotland ( you know )-raiſed a formidable Rebellion. 4 . 
© gyle gave out his Maniteſto's, and made many ſpecious Pretences, &c. 
4t appeared he was carnefi- to have had. the Presbytexians joyn. with 
him; but his Conditions did not pleaſe the Camerontans; and- the reſt 
continued fill as formerly in the King's and Churches Peace. This 
made us all hopeful, they had once relolved ſeriouſly' never to divide 
any \more, and weaken the Proteſtant Intereſt, by rending- the 
Church: in pieces : but it- ſeems. they went then. on other Princi- 
ples. They . found Argyle's Attempt deſperate, and_- their Party 
weak, and they had.Cmarted lately for Enterpriſes of that: nature 3 
4 there- 
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their Intereſts 'would ahvame bue very, «hy PE were. tal 
with” the Pri sbyterians to make them; ſcparate;”, And: *%ccaule *per 
haps: they;might-ſcuuple-at che"Qath: contained” in the, firlt* "Editjon-of 
the Toleniin+4+ ſecond - Edition, 'withour .that Oath, - Was Chedlntt. 
.and publiſhed.” Whether the Arguaienis which were ade | uſe.,of to .-. 
engage them,” prevailed with, them 3 *0r-by that time ;the ſecbyd,.Edi- 
'tion*cathe*out* ( which "was, June, o 1<87..) they had <ofdered wo 
Strengch of. their Patty, and found+they, wotild be- able £0 -maRt 
Figure; or they had. then gor! ſecret IoftruRions, from *Hollan oe 
*otnply. with the Diſpenſing Power, in- Subſervienay to-the | "us 
Revolution (for which I know_there be very. fi Y Thg Preſulnptiogs | 
I ſhall not Teadily detertmine: LEE is cextajn,M cloſed. prep 
with the ſecond Edition... _ 

*Tis true, they'pretended- the Terms in the feſt were- too grievous 
and that conſiderable. Mitigations were triade in the {ccond, fo Tf 
could' not-any longer be ditobedient:to the Diyitte. Provider ni 
cannot quarrel the'Exprefſion,” when ye kriow thae accordivg 
Divinity, Providential- Occurrences. make a:confidetable og c7 
Rule of Faith and- Manners) nor negle&fo. bleſt..an' an ine 3: al- 
though *tis- evident to 'any: who compares the- two, Na ſe 
that there are no. material Alterations. *Tis:<erfain th 
delign'd/.to carry-on- the ſawe- Intereſt, with thic firſt 
altogether as much of the' Diſpznfing Power in it * fra c 
red,” that whoever would fave. the*benetit 6 ' te Torn, "tho 
own the King's abſolute-Diſpenfing ' | Powet?*by ' WAS. Pran 
ed only the Oath contained in the firſt, was left” ouc-in{-the "Te- 
cond: hut even 'in- the firſt | it »was not abſolurcly” Tau d;*for.the 
Proclamation fays'no miore, but*char inſtead of all-fo1 '© 

quired by: Law , That only. ſhould be. taken: and ſworn hy Al-His 
Majeſtie SubjeQs, or ſuch of them. a as he or bis Privy Council :hould 
rcquire; ſo to_ do: and moreover, it was entitely. -difpenſed- with by 
che King's Letter to, his Council, dated March: 31. Hnno 1687. So 
that-jtcan- never be, pretended as a Reaſon w why they. did' not ſeparate 
for thzee- Months hereafter, * 

Thaus'the. great Schiſm began amongſt us : the Tolerationwatis its 
Parent, 'and+that'was the Child-of the Diſpenſing Power. © But before 
i proceed. to ſhew chow. it was carried on, let me” remark. one thing 3 
it is, whatever now they- may pretend, it was no ways any Principle 
of Conſcience which made them ſeparate from us on. that occafion- 
My Reaſons arc" theſe: They had lived 1 in Communion' with op for 
ame 


PRs 


ſaitic Yolth befoge the firſt Edition of he-Tgleration' they conti- - 


mucd' ſo, even for-ſame Months: afrer* that. Edition,: vis. "till they: 
the ſecofid 3; it Teaſt, very. few _breke; off in that-interim,, ”- While, TE: 
lived* in. Commynidn with. us, they acknowledged their Conſcjences 
zHowed them 5 -indeed;- whar ſort- of Chritjiins had. "they been; iF it 
hag not been. ſo? Many*(I car find; theix Names if 1 be put+co it) 
thanked God; "that they were reconciled .to. us, abid: frequently. Pro- 
teſicd* all "the, :Wotld ſhoutd never again.iengage "them in che Schiltn ; 
nay; ſome' of the-abſeli - of their Preachers, (within a very. few Weeks 
before they,,.embraged "the. Toleration-) (aid *to' forme of, the, Regular 
Glergy, they- ſhouldmnever do it ; [they were reſolved never to Preach 
more ih their. life tinie.. Further yet, ſome. of. them, even aſter the 
ſecond” Edition, continued for 4 Jong tine reſolved mever to! engage 
init; and it col}. their Brethren much, -pains,; before they could over- 
come: that” Reſolution; ;, yea, they rel - us” to this very - day,” it. they. 
were. depriyed- of: their Liberty," they. could rcturnto-tis'again, Can. 
cher&be - rs Evidences for any thing Rog es are, "that. it was. 
ſome other Joterelt,. that: involved: them in fuch' 

TOL - one .of . the- greateſt Concerns .of-Chriftia-- 


No durch ?. .Jodceds, -hoy..could ever Confeience- | 


Pity | = ey F 35 a 
din: + Marr We | ngt-the; finftl:\Conditi-. 
nmMunio "ſtall YR tain'd oy ne 3+ the 
rticles ot, ;ÞFait! x We Forlippeg, od-aftex*the. ſame. Manner :: 
Wl agus erepee_ between, Them: and.Us)inthe Ad-. 
2are-ours; All that;was: over. controyerted: amongſt .us ,. 
EN 0 FC Sovermagss tis. true; we uſe.the Lord's. 
| - the Doxology , ; and commonly require, the .Creed' in. Ba-. 
which” they; do not2 if EL rg cari x Juſtific a* Scparation, we are. 
F- they' can,” let che: World - And now theſtthings: 
fo -E vould- furthe -ak/any EE this Quefſion; Whether, 
.the fach Clamors. iow concerning their, by-palt Suffer- 
$, If ca apt Kid, * that ever- chey an for Conſcience lake ? * This: 


he Shih :ciremitaniite; Jas 1 have. .Gid+ and being- 
to- ſee how: ſoon .it. came to ar 


W vithih.a w, Weeks, Mceting-Houſes. were Er in. 
many . Place: LI in- the: Weſtern: Shires,,.Gthe great Nefts of.” 
Feeds fog -.Churcheg.were draiti'd :' * Altar was-ſet up againſt: 
Altar > =*| the k proended Prcsbyter againſt the Biſhop. . All Arts vl 
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uſed to increaſe their Party and i the Regular Incumbents. can- 
temptibleiz4Peap'e: y were: not lett to their own. choice, to joyn or -yot 
joyn with chem, , but all methods of* Compulh ON, except down-right 
Force, were "taken to_cogage them : If any Man went to. Church 
(whither ali had gone: very lately) E was forthwith: out of favour 
with lie whole Garg: if he was at Husbandinan, his hap was good 
if his Neighbors Cattcl. were not fed-amongſt his Coros-in the Night- 
time: if he was 'a Tradeſman, no. Employment for' him :- if a Gentle- 
man of an Eſtate (a Laird as we call them.) his own Tenants would 
abufe him 'to his face, and threaten bim twenty Violences-:" in ſhot, 

n6thing ,was.left untryed that had the leaſt. Probability of weakning 
our hands or ſtrengthening their own. 

On the other. hand, never a more thankful People to His Majeſty. 
Addrefſes, you know , were then much .in-faſhion, 'and rione more 
forward chan they 3 witneſs that famous ohe, eritituled; To'the King's 
Mok Exce!lene,Mojeſty, The Humble Addreſs of the: Presbyteriat Mi- 
niſters in His Majeſiics Kingdom of Scotland 3 and-at the foot; Subſcri- 
bed'in Our Names, and in the Names. of the reft-of the Brethren! of 
our-Petſuafion-at their defircz in” which Addrels,' | 

They His Majeſtier moſt Loyal Sabje&s, from the: "Jeep ſenſe "they have 
of Hit Majeſties rations and ſufpriging "Favour, '1 hot only putting aftop 
to their long” ſad , Sufferings for Noncanfortmmity.., butt granting them "the 
Liberty of the publick and peaceable exerciſe of their Miniſterial F. renin 
as they bleſs the great God, who put i in bis Royal, Heart, fo*they* do 
withal -find themſelves botnd in ditty ta offer their 'maſt bumble. andbearty 
Thanks to. his. Majeſty. Then, they make vali Protefiations. ith behdlf'of 
cheir Loyalty,” His Majeſty + but juſt #0 then when. be Bielieves'them Loyal: 
and by the belp of God ahey will Jo demean themſelves, a His Majeſtymay 
find caziſe rather, to enlarge than diminiſh bis Favors towards "them \, and 
tbey bumbly beſeech, That -all »pho promote ahy diloyat Principles or Pratii- 
ces (as they do"difown them )*may be looked ipon 'as one ft Ry _ 
Joever. Name they may aſſume 0 themſelver. Yak 

And indeed for a good time, (-even till- they. Gaul wk oat 
Party, and the Prince. of 0. was cfming they. continued*moderate 
and thankful t07a. Miracle ; for tho 'by vertue* of [that fame, Tolera- 
tion, ſwarms of Popiſh Prieſts were let looſe through the whole Ki 
- dom, Mtinitely active. to. gain Conveits, *comp ing Sea and :Land 
to make -one- Proſelyte,  yet-{cldom' fo wich *as one Word" againſt 
Popery in . any Mecting-houſez whiether” it" was._that"they: thought it 
indiſcrect to fall on their Brethren who Rood-upon - the fame. 'bot- 

tom 


tom with themſelves; or: they had receiv'd it amongſt their Injun- 
ions from the Court-Party, not to meddle with theſe' of the Ro- 
man Church 3 or they did not ' underſtand the Controverfies, ( which 
ſcems the moſt probable,) and ſo found themſelves obliged in Pru- 
dence to let/them alone, I am not concerned. to determine : ?*Tis 
certain it was ſo de fatto, ( for once to make uſe here of that Term,) 
and I have twenty times heard it confe(s'd by their conſtant Audi- 
tors: Nay,*to this very Day (though now they may make bold with 
Popery, without the hazard of giving the preſent Court a Diſplea- 
ſure; and it might be expected they ſhould do it, for very obvious 
Reaſons, ) they very rarely meddle with it. Their great Work is, 
£0 batter down Antichriſtian Prelacy and Malignancy : Prelacy. has 
been the Cauſe cf all the Calamities this Nation has groaned under, 
God knows for how many Years: King Feſis has been baniſhed, . the 
Goſpel has not been preached in this Land theſe Seven and tweniy 
Years by: paſt. | 

Upon my Word, I am ſure, Sir, there is nothing more ordinary 
in their Sermons than ſich Cant 3 and though their Texts be com- 
monly taken from the Old Teſtament, yet they are all pat and home 
to the purpoſe, I could eaſily give you a great many good "Notes of 
their Prayers, as Well as their Sermons, and condeſcend -uponr the 
particular Perſons, &c. but perhaps you may fee that ſometimes done 
by. it ſelf, ; | 

” White in theſe Conventicles Popery was fo kindly forborn, in our 
Churches theſe Controverſies were our moſt frequent Subjects; eſpe- 
cially in theſe places where Prieſts were ſetting up. This is well 
known all over the Kingdom 3 ſome ſuffered, and many were terri. 
bly threatned for it.* I could give you part of their Names and Hifto- 
ries, if it were needful. 

Such was the broken State of our Church, from -Fuly, 1687. till 
Oftober, 1688. when the late great Revolution began to caſt up, and | 
His Highneſs the Prince of Orange was ſaid to be coming to Britain, 
to deliver us from Popery and Slavery, and reſtore our Religion, 
Laws and Liberties. You know that was an extraordinary Enter- 
priſe ; Britain had not been invaded by any Foreign Prince for an 
hundred Years before 3 therefore it was expedient His Highneſs ſhould 
forecaſt for as kindly a Reception as was poſſible : To this End he 
gave out his Declarations for both Kingdoms. It ſeems that eirher 
His Highneſs has been diflident of the. Regular Clergy in Scotland, 
and dreaded they . would not ſo readily embark with him, as the 
Presbyterians were likely to .do3 or he has had none, or very few 

; C 
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of the Scoteb/Nation then about him,” but: fach. as were of that Per- 
ſuaſfion 3 "fr the Declaration for the: Kingdom of Scotland we found 
to be: purely Presbyterian:: I am contident Dr. Brrxee did not' pen. 
it ,” otherwiſe the AQ of Glaſgow had not been put into it as' a 
Grievance : _ He knows very- well upon what: Reaſons it was made, 
and, it he pleafes, can eafily juſtifie it z neither had: the Clergy* of. 
the-Weſt (for they muſt be the Mcn:) bzen fo generally pronoun-- 
ced ſcandalous and ignorant ; he was better acquainted with many 
of them than ſo: | had rather think, the Do&or had. never” ſeen 
that Declaration until it was publiſhed, But what though he had, 
and; for Reaſons of State, thoaght tir to let it-go as it was? *Tis- - 
no great matter. As I ſaid, ic was: dowr-right Presbyrerian 5 and 
-prelaged no Good to us*:” But, God: be thanked, it found us- ge- 
nerally in good preparation for ſuffcring, Perſecution 3 for we had caſt 
up our Accounts before, and foreſeen that poſſibly we might be ex- 
poſed.to Trials, though we had: not much refle&ed- that it was to ' 
be by the Hands of Proteſtants. | | 

We were confirmed further yet in our Sufpicions, when we found 
that thoſe who were engaged in the Presbyterian Intereſts, were flocking 
up to Londonz and making the moſt numerous, as well as aRive Appea- 
rances about. His Highneſs's Court ; that they only had his Ear, and 
ſeemed to be the chict Perſons, who (upon His Majeſty's Retirement) 
transferred the Government of 'this Kingdom upon him. 

By theſe Steps we btgan to ſee further coo into the 'Politicks of 'our 
Brethren, and upon what Deſigns they had carried on the Schiſm fo vi- 
goroully the Year before 3 yer we never dreaded that ſuch horrid -Bar- 
baritics would be our Lot, as afterwards were put in Execution.” 

And-fo am introduced to'the main part of my Work; which'is, 
to give you a brief Account, a Taſte, as it were, of our preſent Suffe- 
rings 3 which, were they repreſented fully, 'and in all their proper Co- 
lours, p:rhaps they would not obtain Belief among; Strangers; Nor 
wall'I make it my Work at preſent to do it 3 both for that I intend Bre- 
vity, and am unwyling to give to the World ſuch a_Diſguſt at my na- 
tive "Country, as the Barbarities we met with, fully laid open,. muſt 
needs produce in'all thofe who have any Senſe, either of Chriſtianity, . 
vr Humanity. In ſhort then, /hd.. AEIS | 

K pleaſed Almighty God (to whoſe Providence it becomes us hum- 
bly to ſubmit in all Conditions) to permit that we ſhould have a Trial 
of the Crols;' whereof God forbid” we ſhauld ever be- aſhamed 3 and 
for that End, to'give us up to the Malice of 'our Enemies, that they 
might thruſt us into the Furnace; for carrying on which glorious m_ 

| | this 
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this. was their Opportunity... When'the- gertain Accounts cawie of the 
Prince of Orange's Reſolutions to- come into ;Enplang, all Gur' ttanding 
* Forces were called. thicher3 ſo that. this: Kingdom was left deſtitute of ſuch - 
Means as were neceffary.to fecuxe the Peace, if any-Difturbance ſhould 
' happen to ariſe amongſt ys; When that -Pzince landed, -King Zames 
(being deſerted-by his Army, and ſoon after diſowned by his Subje&s) 
-was .put upon the Neccflity of leaving Britain-3 and here (in . Scotland, 
his-Council very ſoon diflolyed- of its own accord, fo that, in cfe&, 
the Nation was, .in a .manner, without-Government 3 by:whoſe Fault, 
1 am not now-to-enquire. | 
_ - Upon this His Majeſiy's ſudden Abdication, and -voluntary Difſo- 
lation of his Council,” our Brethren found it ſeaſonable for them to 
turn ſerious with "us: But it was expedient to ,proje& how. their 
Game might be-[ſucceſsful, befoxe they began to -play itz therefore a 
Stratagem was, contrived, a general Maſſacre of ,Protcfiants: was. pre- 
tended, and alledged. to be mtengded by the Papiſts : But how to be 
effectual, ſeeing their Numbers were 1o' very few, eſpecially on the 
South fide of, the Forth, which was tobe the chigt Scene of the Tra- 
gedy? For that, this Salvo-was.at hand ; So many Thouſands of 
TriſbÞ-Men were landed {in Galloway, had alrcady- buznt;the Towns of 
Kirkbadbright all to Aſhes, and put all to the Edge of: the Sword, 
Young and Old, Male and Female, only three or tour Perſons: (like 
Fob's Nuncioes) had «<ſcaped, and-theſe Savages were polling hard, 
_ to. be overthe,whole Kingdom, &&. | 

This Story flew at ,the -xate. of a--Miracle, for :within Twenty:rfour 
Hours, -or-{o, it was ſpread every-where, ,throygh the greater half-of 
the: Kingdom. No.Body.doubts.now, but,Peoplc were: appointed at 
ſeveral-PoRts, | to tran(mit it every;where ;at-that-;ſame time, forvit run 
like 'Lightning 3 and where-ever it went, -it, was ſo copfideorly- affer- 
ted to be. true, «that he was forthwith a Papilt, and upon therPlatz, who 
' disbelieved it, At firſt we all -wondied. what it might; mean, /but ic 
was not long before we learn'd, by the Eftets, what was the Politick ; 
for immediately, in the Weſtern; Shirts, (where. the Fition -was- firſt 
propagated, tumultuary Rabbles knotted, and went about, ſearchi 
' for Arms every Body's, Houſe whom they ſuſpeRed: as diſaffected to 
their. Intereſts. The precext was, - that the- Country might;be ina Po- 
Kure of. Defence. againſt the Jriſp » but. the-real purpoſe was, -that- all- 
might; be made yaked, . who were inclinahle to recard-them.io the:Pro- 
ſceution of their Debgns; upon. the. Clergy : Eſpecially; they were: ſure, 
-no Miniſter ſhould have Swerd. or. Piſtol,. (as, indeed, few.had any,) or 
any other Weapon that might be uſctul for his Defence, | if any:Attempt 
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_ Thould be made on him: When they had thus made their Preparations : 
for the Work, (and you would wonder to hear how ſpeedily, and: yet 
how dexrerouſly it was done,) they fell frankly to'it. EIT 
. It was'on Chriſtmas-day, (that Day which once brought 'good: Ti- 
dings of great Joy to all Peopte,) that Day which once was celebrated by 
the Court of Heaven it ſelf, and whereon they fung, Glory to God in the 
Higheſt , on Earth Peace, Good Will toward: Men ; that'DNay which the 
whole Chriſtian Church, ever fince, has ſolemnized, for the greateſt 
Mercy that ever was (hewn to ſinful Morta's3 that Day, I fay, it was, 
(to the eternal Honour of all, eſpecially Scotch; Presbyterians,) on which 
they bzgan the Tragedy; for ſo were Matters concerted amongſt them, 
that upon that-fame very Day, different Parties f(tarted out of different ' 
places, and fel] upon the Miniſters, | 
Particularly, About Five or Six of the Clock at Night, Mr. Gabriel 
 Raifſel, Miniſter at Govean, was aſſaulted by a number of Fellows (mott 
of them, as I am told, his own Pariſhioners, to whom he had ſome- 
times done conſiderable Kindnefſes)- in his own Houſe : Fhey beat his 
Wife, his Daughter, and himſelf too, fo inhumanely, that it had al- 
moſt endangered his Life 3 carricd off the Poor's Box, and other Uten- 
fls-of the Church ; and threatned peremptorily, if he ſhould: ever of- 
fer, after chat; to preach there, he might aſſure himſelf of more ſevere 
Treatment. | THO ' i 
- That ſame Night, about Eleven of the Clock, another Party came 
to the Dwelling Houſe of Mr: Finnie, Miniſter at Cathcart ; he was from 
home himſelf. The Seaſon was not only then naturally cold, but-a mot 
vehement Froſt prevailed ; yet(behold' their Humanity 1) they thruft his 
Wife, with four or five ſmalt Children, 'out of Doors about Midnight, 
threw out all his Furniture, and- (till after more'than half an Hour's tn- 
treaty) would not ſuffer the poor Gentlewoman, with her tender Babes, 
to have Lodging that Night; ſo much as in the Stable 3 nor a Fire of her - 
own Walls, to keep the young ones from: the Severities of the Weather. 
The weak, tender Children (and no wonder, when expoſed to fuch a 
;Rigour) almoſt all ſickned: thereafter 3 but whether any of them died, 
I knownot. | Ns" +6 7 
"That ſame Night Mr. Buyd, Miniſter at Carmunnock, his Family was 
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as.rudely treated ; and in many other places, it was ſolemnized after the - 


fame'manner. But Iamnotr, at this time, to give you a particular In- 
ventory of all the incredible .Barbarities whicl were, either on that, 'or 
' many ſubſequent Days, committed; - that would'make this Letter huge- 
ly (well beyond its primary Defign': For what Work would it require, 
to.prelent partigularly | ; 

| How ., 
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How they took Mr. Robert” Bell,.: Miniſter at- Kilmarnock, from his 
Chamber, on a very frolty Day. kept him four. or five Hours bare-head- 
ed; expoſed to the Cold; cauſed, his own Sexton. to tear his Gown in 
* pieces from his Soulders3: took the Engliſh Liturgy from his Pocket, and 

burnt -it with'much Ceremony in the Market-place3 calling him Papift, 

and it the Maſs-book in Engliſh, ec. NOR | 
How they came-upon Mr. Simpſon, Miniſter at Gaftown ; took him out 
bare-headed alſo, cauſed the Sexton carry his Morning-Gown to the 
moſt publick place of the Village, (for he kad. put his Canonical Gowns 
and Caflicks out of the way, and it was neceſſary a Gown ſhould be torn ; 
that was an efſential.-Formality,)where they cauſed him to put it on, and 
then rent-it in pieces. How thereafter they carried him to a River, fox- 
ced: him to wade through it at one of the-decpeſt places then turn'd his 
Face Northward, ſaying-to:him, Get you gone to youn own Country,. and 
ſee, for your Life, * you-never look, Southward or Weſtward again. _ ; 

How they: carried Mr; Mils,' Miniſter at, Gawatr, his Gown, being 
from home himſelf, -in Proceſſion, to the Church-yard, made a long Ha- 
rangue, concerning their/Zeal for God's Glory, and the Good Old Cauſe 3 
after that, along Prayer, then rent: the Gown 3; ad concluded the Sos . 
temnity - with a Volly: of Shot, ec. Could there. be greater Diſhonour - 


- 


done to Feſw Chrift, and his holy Religion ? - _. oe 6 2 Bn 
- How they (mote Mr. Fhite, Miniſter at Balingtre, oo the Face, . with 
the butt end of a Muſquet,: for: ſpeaking to them with. his Cap on, as 
they worded it, though it wasirj his own Houſe; and the Fellow that 
ſaid 'and'did ſo, was a mean Pedlex. How. they-thruſi at his Heart 
with a'naked Sword, fo that both his Gloaths and Skin were; pierced 3 
though, ſuch 'was: the good Providence of - God, , what through the.. 
Throng that was in'the Room, and what through the diſtance the - 
Miſcreant fiood at, who made the Thruſt, the Wound was not danges- - 
rous. | And how they. beat his Wife moſt. rudely, though at that time 
ſhe-was fo big with Child; that ſhe had paſs'd her Reckonipg. 
How, in a mighty: Storm of Froft and Snow,:.they took Mr. Brown, 
Miniſter'at Kells-in Galloway, then reſiding at Newtoan z carried bim to' 
the Mercat- place about Four of the Clock in the Morning, tied him to - 
a Cart, fet his Face to the Weather, &c. In which poſture he. had cer- 
tainly- died, if a poor Woman, whoſe Heart, -it ſeems, was madeof 
ſofter Metal, had not caſt ſome Cloaths about him. . | 
' How they came on Mr. Francis Roſy, Miniſter at Renfrew, and threw 
out his Wife the third Day. after ſhe was brought to Bcd, together with 
her-tender Infant. 


How .. 


'' How they treated Mr. Gmthrie,- Miniſter at Keir, in a formy;.rainy 
Day, torning all his Family and Furniture out-at doors,: although hice 
of his Children were dangerouſly fick ; 'one of-2 Fever, the -other,two 
of the Small/Pox ; and how two'df them dicd upon that Treatment; ;- 
© How, by their Rudeneffes to Mr. Skimer, Miniſter at Daly, they fir 

- frighted his Daughter, a young Gentlewoman, aged about Twenty, :in- 
to a Fever 3 and then returning, after five or fix-Days, - while ſhe-was in 
the rage of it, how they tarn'd her out of her Bed, pretending to ſearch © 
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for Arms, though it was very well known the whole Country; over, the 


_ good Man's Genjus:never lay that way; 'and fo diſturbed her, thatiſhe + 
died\raving amongſt her laſt Words, repeating ithefe:over and .over, 
-- Oh ! Theſe wicked Men will murther my F ather- | | 
How they contrived - and carried on ithe Tumults at Edinturgh and 
Glaſgow : What Letters were {ſent to '{ome'3 what Citations in -the 
"Nameof the Rabbleto others, 'commanding themsto-remove-fromitheir 
Churches and Manfes, -under the higheſt-Penalties. © -What Work-would 
-3t. require, I fay, to digeſt all -thelc,” and 'the like. Infiances, :fylly.and 
particularly ?* Perhaps the World -may foretime ſee: it done; bur-it:is 
enough for "my purpoſe, 'at preſent, to teil you, that- theſe were their 
commion'Merhods ;-and-by ſuch means, ina very ſhorttime, :more.than 
two hundred were thruſt from their Churches and. Dwellings,.” ,Do-not 
think Fam impoſing on you : 'WharT'have:afbrmed, can'be-fo atteſted, 
that greater Moral Evidence can'be had fori'nothing. © BH, 
When'ye have read thus far, 'and when your 'Surpriſc ;:and. firſt Hor- 
-rours are over, and,. as your Tcmper is, you fall: a:ponfering»what 1 
have'told you; Iamaptfoapprehend, :a:great many; Thingsimay offer 
them(elves to your Conde Mio : Jach'is your Humanity, that Iknow 
- you will be calting abont for Topicks:and Apologies, : to alleviate-chis 
heavy Charge I am giving in againſt our Perſecutors. What !-.({o may 
' youthink,) Certainly no Applications have bcen:made to thoſe.in Power; 
'For-what Perſon inthe World, {bearing 'the. Name. of -a-'Magilrate, 
. would not have found: himſelf obliged, in Credit:and Honour, .as well 
as Duty, to 'fall on ſpeedy Remedies for topping) ſuch .an impetuous 
Current of bare-faced Wickednels ? 1Or, at moſt, -they have.heen bac 
-pure Rabble, the Scum and Refufe of the People, who: acted: theſe -Bar- 
- barities'; and they-have-been | ſo numerous, ſo fierce and; uncantsolable 
at.thattime, that Authority has becn too-weak for them : For-it is not 
 pifible that any of- the Nobilicy- and Gentry, avd: much leſs that-any 
'of the Presbyterian Preachers, - could-alluw of, : or have an;hand: imfuch 
Villanies. Or, if theſe in Power were acquainted with ſuch*Things, 
and -yet gave no ProteRion 3 and if the Rabble had gy 6 
- rom 
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gate-Rogues i the Workd 3-*Wretches: whodeferved- to be ſwept from 
oft the Face/:o- the Earth, without Pityg and with all che Solemmnitics 
_ of Diſgrace and\Contempt +; For what elſe can be imagined to juſtific 
ſuch- Proceedings? 1 Thus'i( Hay) perhaps; Sir, you. may: reaſon with 
your-({elf, , when: you are: making your Refictions on what 1 have alrea- 
dy told you / Be pleaſed therefore to bave a litdle Patience, and conſi- 
der what I am'to- tell you further. + So 11.4 
.No' ſooner did theſe Outrages +begin, than ſuch Applications were 
made; as you'your ſelf (F am ſure) will judge ſufficient. Such of the: 
Peers of /the Kingdom as were: Privy Counlellors, and had! not gone 
for Londen, were/addrefſed, but they. could brivg us no Relief + Our 
next Work therefore was, 'to ſend up- private Accounts to London, as 
we had Intereft-or Acquaintance: with thoſe of our Nobility and Gen-- - 
try . who" were there. But our Encmics had well fore-feen- all that, . 
and -had.their Inftruments ready to run down all-private' Letters as 
the blackeft Lies and Forgeries:; and we were-called al the infamous 
Things that could be. ' Our Defign was'to work Miſchief; andi breed 
Diſturbances. We- were popiſhly-.afte@ed, :and the Politick of ſach 
Reports was, - tor hinder (the Settlement of the Peace; | and Eftabliſh-- . 
ment of the Government. \In-a Word, We were mortal: Enemies: to - - 
the Prince of Orange, 'and all his glorious Deſigns for ſecuring the 
Proteſtant Religion, &#c.: They received Letters to the-quite\contrary x 
Sure they were, their Correſpondents were Men: well acquainted with - 
whatever paſſed; and befides; they were Men of Conſcience; and un- 
doubted Integrity 3 they would not conceal the Truth, far leſs woyld - 
they write | Lies ' and Fallhoods 3-- yet" theis Accounts: bore. daily, that - 
there were no ſuch Perſecutions of Miniſters, no Tumults, - no Rabbles; - 
&c. the Kingdom: was in a moſt profound Peace, and: every Man had 
all imaginable »ecurity,” eſpegially the Clergy. With ſuch bold Afﬀar-- 


mations as theſe, they perſwaded His Highneſs, on whom was transfer- 


red the Government of this Kingdom; that all-our Accounts were moſt. - 
falſe and villanous;- and he ought not to believe them 3- only by them 
he might judge what a Pack we were, &c; : pt” 
This we were advertiſed of by ſome of our Friends. Wherefore, to - 

' give His Highne(s convincing Evidence, -if it was poſſible, the Brethren 
of the ſeven Presbyteries (that you may not be ſcandalizcd at the Word, -: 
be pleaſed to kaow, that, accorcing to the Confiitution of our Charch, 
the Preſbyters of the'ſame Dioceſs arc commonly combined into ſeveral 
Confiftories,.or Fraternities Theſe Conſfiſtories meet uſually once in- 
; - | three. |. 
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three or four Weeks, for Diſcipline3:leſſer Matters they diſpatch, and. 
the greater they prepare for their-Biſhop : And theſe/Confiftories, or Fra- ' 
teraities; with us are commonly called Presbyteries) of Glaſgow;\Hamil- 
ton, Lanerk, Air, Irwiny, Paiſley and Dumbartoun,” on whom the Perſecu- 
tion came firſt, and lay moſt heavily, communicated Counſels, :andicon- 
cluded to ſend up one of their Number, well infiruQed, toacquaint His - 
Highneſs with their Circumſtances. - Accordingly Dr. Scott, Deat (of 


. Glaſgow, was ſent to London: ' He had with-him an humble Petition for 


Protection, to be preſented to His Highnels, and a Commiſſion to bim- 
-ſelf to preſent itz each of them ſubſcribed by twelve or fourtecn Hands. 
- Beſides theſe two Papers, that the Evidence mightbe yet more unqueſtion- 
able, he: had likewiſe particular Accounts of the tnjuries/and'Violences 
-done tothe Brethren of theſe ſeveral Presbyterics, from'their'reſpeive 
Deputies, who met with Power' to fend him; ſubſcribed -'with their 
Hands; and. wherein they undertook to make good what they repre- 
ſented, upon their- higheſt Perils. What more could be. required, to 
anake Faith; to make the Truth -of our Complaints appear, 'beyond 
all-Exception? Yer; when the DoGor came to London with theſe In- 
firuQions, the good Party continued to have the Forehead: to contra- 
did all, and run him down with {Noiſe and Clamour. However, His 
Highneſs was convinced then of the Weftern Barbaritics, and. ſeemed 
«willing to contribute for the Protetion of the Clergy : .So.a Declara- 
tion was ordered for: the Preſervation of the Peace of this Kingdom, 
dated Feb.6. 168%; and though Dr. Scott was: carneft to have had 
{dome Clauſes.put in' it, which had been very proper and ulſcful, but 
could not obtain their Inſertion, it:cannot be denied butiic ſeemed fa- 
vgurable tothe Regular Clergy. - But would you know what Succels it 
had? You may learn that from the-Tumule which happen'd at Glaſgow 
after its Publication. - F pepocke 66d | | 
- . Upon the: Prote&ion promiſed, and the Keeping of the Peace coin- 
-manded by that Declaration, at the defire of many People of the beti 
Quality. within the City, upon- the 17th of Febrzary, the Parſon of Glaſ- 
gow ventured to the Pulpit, -but was forced to eſcape for his Life before 
jk was ended ; for inſtantly; upon Notice given that Sermon was 
in the Cathedra), {by the Inſtigation of their Preachers, as I am told,) 
all the Meeting- Houſes emptied, and forthwith went to Arms. cameo 
the Church, diſcharged ſeveral Guns through the Windows, then made 


"open the Doors by-force,'&c. In ſumm, /Many were wounded, ſeve- 


ral Gentlewomen were firipp'd almoſt naked, and moſt rudely treated.; 
but you. muli expe the full Account of. this from ſome other Hand, 


So 
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So likewiſe Mr. Fames Litle, Miniſter at Trail/lat, upon the Autho- 
rity of the ſame Declaration, reſolved to have re-poſſeſſed himſelf of 
his Pulpit 3 but was exerciſed to purpoſe by a Raþble of Females, who 
' tore not only his Coat, but.his very Shirt from him 3 and (ſuch was 
their Modeſty) had weil nigh done the Tike with his Breeches, had he 
not cried to them over and over, that it would be Shame for them to. 
look on a naked Man, ec. | 

So lictle was His Highneſs's Declaration noticed : And when it was 
objz&cd to thoſe Heroes and Heroins of the Reformation, their Anſwer 
was ready ; & That Declaration was but a Sham. paper, they knew. His 
« Highneſs's Mind and Reſolutions better than ſo 3. they would go on in 
« their Work, and take their Hazard. ; - 

Then began we to fee further into the Presbyterian Intrigues than 
we had done before for it required no great Skill, either in Logick, 

or Politicks, to conclude, that-they had got their Inſtructions from their 
Agents at London, to continue i their laudable Zeal, notwithſtanding 
that Declaration : But of this more afterwards, In the mean time, 
an Account of that Tumult at Glaſgow was forthwith ſent to His High- 
-neſs, by an Expreſs ; but no notice was taken of it further, than to | 
refer it to the Meeting of Eſtates, which -was to fit on the' 14th of 
March : But before 1 come to that, 

Give me leave once more to return to that Declaration, and take 
notice of one thing, becauſe the Intereſts of the Clergy were con- 
cerned: It is, its commanding all then in Arms (except the Gariſons . 
of the Fortrefſes, and the Company of Foot entertained by the Town 
of Edinburgh  ) within the Kingdom, jnſtantly to disband 3 and its 
diſcharging all Perſons in Time coming to take Arms, or to continue 
in Arms, upon any pretence whatſoever, &c. 

There was an Intrigue in this, which perhaps ye have not remarked : 
When the Work had gone on ſo ſucceſsfully in the Weſt, eſpecially in 
Glaſgow, by the firſt Tumult, which was there on the 17th of Fa- 

 nuary, the Prerbyterian Party in Edinburgh (animated thereto by their 
Brethren*s Succeſs and Sollicitations, for conſtant Correſpondence was 
kept amongſt them ) were upon the Reſolution of falling upon the 
Clergy of that City likewiſe ; and that it might be done to- pur- 
poſe, the Weltern Zealots were coming to the Town in Troops dai- 
ly. This the -Magiſtrates had notice of z wherefoxe, contidering 
what Tumults had been raiſed in the City before, how unfixed the 
Mobile was, and how much led by Wild-fire 'and Humour 3 and ſo, 
being difident of the Fidelity and Forwardneſs of theix ordinary 
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Guards, theyrinvited” the College of Juſtice to take Arms, ard affit 
them, in defending; the -Minifters, and ſecuring the Peace of 'the Ci- - 
ty. - Thit-College- (confiſting veritively of Gentlemen, 'and Perſons of 
liberal and gerierois Edcative); ready: cothplicd with the Tnvitation,. | 
forn{d'themſelves into. a' Regiment,” #nd Kept Guard for ſevetal/Days, .- 
according/to the Military Diſcipline; Vt © AY 

One would think, there was nothing here amiſs :: On the contrary, 
It. was certainly a moſt- generous Aﬀion, an Undertaking becoming 
good Patriots, - (thus to appear againſt Tumults and Rabbles, the great- 
eft Plagues :of 'Sdciety, and Encinies to the Peace of Mankihd;) and 
deſerves to! be tranſmitted to Poſterity, with the higheft Encomiurns. 

_Yet, as generous as it was, and as much of Equity as it had on its ſide, 
it galled the Presbyterians exceedingly 3 for thereby their Deſigns were 
dippdmts, they durſt-not. fall upon the Regular Clergy, knowing 
what good Aﬀe&ion theſe' Gentlemen: had-for them; and thar;” if any 
Turult ſhould ariſe, they would undoubtedly behaye themſelves accor- 
ding to their CharaRer. - Wherefore they preſently ſent.up hideous Ac-_ 
counts to Loydsn, to their Correſpondents, of that Matter 3 'who (hay- 

' Ing then moſt'of the Prince's Ear) eafily gave him a wrong Notion of 
ir, and thereby'got that Clauſe put into the Declaration. 

Nay, Sir, ſuch a deep Grudge did that Behaviour of theſe Gentlemen 
beget in the Hearts'of the Party, that (notwithſtanding they disbanded 
immediately upon the Publication of that Declaration) there were De- 
figns 'on foot fince, to have called them to a ſri Account for it: But 
why do [I ſay, it was defign'd ? The'Council, Tthink, in Zune, or Fly 
hfi, acually appointed 'a Committee to try. them; and {everal Advo- 
cates Were 'cited to appear before them,- and examined © concerning the 
Matter : But it ſeems (whether it were for Shame, oor ſome other Cauſe, 
I know not) they thought fit [to-let ic fall, for they have not yet pro- 
ceeded further, Yet, 'on the other hand, 'the Weftern Rabbles were 
never called in Queſtion': 'On the contrary, they were {till encouraged ; 
2s-you ſhall hear incontinent... Arid fo T return to. ” 
- The Meeting of Eftates: You know, they" met on the 14th- of 
Marcb, 'and (as 1 faid) to: them the Troubles of the Clergy were re- 
ferred, - Perhaps, for your making a diſtin& Judgment of our Aﬀairs, 
it might be requiſite thatiyou ſhould have a full and juſt Account, how 

_ that Meeting was ealled, how many' of the Nobility were;abſent from 

. it, what Seraples the beſt, tand. moſt [judicious 'of the Gentry of the 
Nation had 'abokit 'it; how'thin 'the-Mettings of the- ſmaller Barons 
were in many Shites, 'when the "Commiſſioners were choſen ; how - - 
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induſtrious: the Presbyterian Party was;,.ta have: all Members eleGed of 
their own Gang 3. hat Methods were 1s with .che fwpler Mem- 
bers, to impoſe upon them 3 what Partiality was .uſed in the matter 
of controyerted Etefions ; what. Violences were threatned to ſome, 
particularly, ſeveral Noblemen, &+, and what Snaxes were Jaid for them. . 
Theſe, I (ay, and twenty other things, might perhaps be. neceſſary. to 
be punQually and particalarly related to you, before you can have an 
| exact Underſianding how things went amongſt us: But I have re- 
ſolved all alongft, to kecp cloſe .to the Treatment of the Clergy, and 
never to tneddle with the State, but ſo far,as they, axe concerned 3, and 
thercfore, if you are curious.to know theſe things, you'myu(} either make 
your Application to ſome other Perſon, or, at.leaft, wait till another 
Occaſion. 3 Þ 5. VIY 0 * | 

The firſt thing done by the Meeting, which conld comprehend the 
Clergy, was an A& that paſſed. on the 16th Day ,of March, whereby. . 
they . voted themſelves a full and lawful, Meeting -of the Eſtates 3 ;and 
that; notwithſtanding : of any thing that might be contained in King 
Fames's Letter, which that. Day «was preſented to, them, they would 
continue undiſſolyed, until they-ſhould ſettle and ſecure ihe Proteſtant 
Religion , the Government , ;Laws. and Liberties of this; Kingdom. 
This Ad&, when it paſſed, gave thoſe of :the-c3eGted: (Miniſters, who 
were then at Edinburgh, otcation- to-xefreſh.themdelves with' the Hopes, 


= 
- 


that preſcntly their Caſe Mgt" be.conſidered ; for-they; were as good 


Proteſtants as their Nei rs, .and,they had'/Rights and.Liberties aſ- 
ſcrted-by Law, and which (by conſequence) ought-to have beeniſctled 
and ſecured, as much -as ;the; Rights. and Liberties of any;other-Sub- 
jc&s. But, :alas! thete Hopes lafied not long 3, for not only was their 
Caſe never fo much..as.mentioned/in the: Meeting, for a good time; 
but with no/good Aſpe& to them, upon,the 28th of March,: when ſeveral 
of the Biſhops, many of the Nobilicy, and not a few of the ;Barons 
and Burgefles had deſerted the Houſe, .the Thanks of /the Meeting were 
given -to that very. ſame*Rabble which had turned out the Miniſters. 
*Tis true, indecd, the, Complement, was not made [them under:that 
Reduplication, but, I ſay, they were, generally the ſame Perſonsz and 
that, Appearance they made; and, for-which: they-,were thanked, i was 
as illegal, though not ſo barbarous as the other. But though that 
was dilheartning, enough, it. was not, the worſt of'it 3 that wounded 
hoot Sufferers but indirectly, but. the next Step was downright for 
their Ruin, | | I 4 
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It was that famous Proclamation, dated the 13th of April; and-en- 
tituled, 4 Proclamation againſt the Owning the late King James, . and Cont: 
manding publich Prayers to be made kerry ora and Ayer Mary fa- 
mous (amongſt many other Reaſons) for Keeping, and Turning, out 
of their Churches and Livings, the better, as well as the greater half 
of the Clergy within the Kingdom : And therefore let me_give you 
the Hiſtory of it a little more fully. | | | | 

On the 4th of April, the Mecting of Eſtates, by thicir Vote, decla- 
red, That King Famer had forfeited the Right to the Crown, and'the. 
Throne vacart, On: the 11th, a Proclamation was publifhed, decla-- 
ring William and Mary, King and Queen'of England, to be King and 
Queen of Scotland. But all this time, notwithftanding the Mecting had 
fitten very near toa Month, the Rabble were as bulic as ever; and that 
ſame Week had fallen on Mr. Stewart, Miniſter at Ratho. He repie- 
ſented it, and gave. in his Petition for Proteion, on the 1 3th Day, 
beiug Saturday. - This gave them occaſion to talk'of the Clergy indeh- 
nicely, and of the' Froubles many of thetn' had met with. But what 
ſhould be done in rclation to them? It was moved, and the Motion 
was entertained, that-a Proclamation ſhould be ordered, requiring them 
to diſown King James, &c. and promiſing ProteQion to all that ſhould 

give dutifu} Obedience, But then another Propoſal was made bFHis 

_ Grace the Duke of Hamilton, Preſident of the Meeting, viz. © That 
«thoſe who hid been tliruſt' from their Staghpns :might be likewiſe com- 
& prehended, commanded home to their refpe&ive Churches, and pro- 
« miſed Proteion upon their Compliance, This was vigorouſly op- 
poſed by ſeveral of the Members particularly, Sir Fames Montgomery, 
of Skelmorly, ſaid, © That was downright- to take the whole Weſt on 
«their Top, it would diſoblige all the Presbyterians, and might have 
* very fatal Conſequences z- therefore the Meeting muſt not look fo far 
<back, it would be enough if Protection were promiſed to thoſe who 
& were in the aQtual Poſſeſſion and Exereife of their Miniſtry. Which 
Reaſonipg prevailed 3 fo it came to a Vote, and carried, that the Pro- 
clamation ſhould run fo, as it was afterwards publiſhed: | 
+ However plain the Caſe may appear to be between King Fames 
and our preſent King-William 'and Queen Mary ,* which was the 
main Subjet of the faid Proclamation 3 yet at this time I ſhall only 
tell you what Effets it-produced upon the Clergy. It diſtributed 
them (as is evident to any who reads it ) into two Claſſes: Thoſe 
who, on that 13th of April, were (as it words-it ) preſently in the 
Poſſeſlion and Exerciſe of their Miniſtry 3 and theſe who, before that 
| agen ; Day, 


day, Had. been. expell'd by the Rabble * - To the former it grants a 
Conditional, to the latter no ProteQion at al), but entirely excludes 
them from their Churches and Livings, and the benefit of the Go- 
yernment. _ - - | | 4 LY 

P11. dipatch what t have to ſay concerning theſe of the latter Clafs 
firſt, becauſe their Caſe is fo very ſingular, and will make the diſtin&- 

elt Figure, when all is fubjected to one view, contracted into one Bo» 
dy. I have already given you a Tafte of the Violences done them, 

I have likewiſe taken- notice, that you-may. be apt to impute all that 
was done, merely to. the Mobile, and believe, none of the Heads of 
the Presbyterian Party were any ways acceſſory . to ſuch Barbarities. 

I haye alſo infinuated fuch Arguments already, as may convince you 
that you are in a Miſtake, if you think ſo: Particularly, the pains were 
taken to run down all Accounts that- were ſent to London 3 ( to what 
purpoſe, it theſe Agents were not on the Plot? ) The no notice taken 
- of the Prince's Declaration for keeping the Peace 3, ' but the Rabble*s 
turning more-Inſolent after its Publication (unaccountably ſure; if 
they had not their ſecret Infirutions from their Correſpondents at 

Court, to. go on vigorouſly, notwithſtanding that Declaration.) and- 
the buſineſs of the College of Juſtice. . Theſe ſeem to me to be un- 
queſtionable Proofs, that they were the: Heads, the Politicians: of the 
'FYarty, who plotted and encouraged all the Tumults, and the Perſe- - 
cutions of the Clergy : They were the Proj &ors,. and at the bottom 
of all, and the Mobile was nothing but the. baſe Inſtrument. 

. If it were needful, I could give you plenty,of further. Arguments; to 
make it more clear and evident: For ( to-omit what I. have often -- 
heard from Perſons of no contemptible Worth nor Intelligence, viz.. - 
That there were Letters ſent from London, which gave life to the Irjſs - 
Plot mentioned before, and firſt ſet the Rabble in motion : -And that * 
the Lord Stair, now Prefident of the Seffion, was'one Author, ( as * 
perhaps can be made appear ), I could tell you, that I have been afſu- 
red by People of undoubted Credit; that they have heard ſome who 
were. then, very aQive io rabbling the Clergy, confeſs fince, that the 
Courſe was Unchriſtian- and. Horrid 3 that they had never attempted 
it, if they-had not beemput-upon it by Perſons of Influence 3: that they” > 
were ride to believe there was no other way to introduce the Presby- + 
terian Goyernmeht 3 that they now heartily :xepented they had been- -- 
fo forward, and if it were to.do again, it ſhould never be done. I could *= 

_ fell you further, that even after. the. Thirteenth of 4pril, the Earl-of* -*: 
© Crawford wrote. Letters to the Leaders of Rabbles, encouraging them -- -. 
| | wo 
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* to perſiſt in their laudable Atclievments4. and this ſo-very certaih, that. 
__ the Duke of Hamilton produced one of themiin Fane or Fulylaſt, before 
- the Council, and: put the Earl to it, and-he could not deny-it;;and 
that it made a great Noiſe, not only at that Table, but through the 

whole: City. | And Monroe of Towly, -one: of the Members of \Parlia- © 
ment, ſecing one day a Miniſter in his Gown: in the Parliament-Court, 
pointed at him, crying, Behold Antichriſt ! Will ao body tear the Gown 
from him ? The Miniſter ( a pretty bold Fellow ) reply'd, But, Sir, yoru 
are ths Beaſt ! Which made the SpeQators laugh 3 and ſo he eſcaped : 
For you your ſelf would have ſworn he ſpoke truth, had you ever ſeen 
the Man. Further yet; to this very day, not one Presbyterian Preach-. 
er, has ever been heard condemn theſe Methods from his Pulpit. On 
the'contrary, I could name more than two or three, who aQtually ap- 
proved them, commended the Zeal that put People upon them; encou- 
raged them to proceed; and in the New Church: at Edinburgh ( De 
Fure, the Biſhop's Cathedral, De Fado, now a Presbyterian Meeting- 

" Houſe ) it ſelf, where now the great Goncourle is of all the Nobility 
and Gentry, who follow the new Guiles, it was told them in a Sermon, 
That ſuch ſhakings as theſe (it is the 'very words) were the ſhakings of 
God, aud without ſuch ſhakings, bis Cburch "was not in uſe to be ſetled. 

Once more yet, notwithſtanding Rabbling has been. all along in faſhi» 
on, and continues 'to- this moment 3 and many:Complaints have- been 
made z yet never hitherto ſo much as one Proctamation' takingnotice of 

--It in form, that is, bearing a Narrative to-this purpoſe, Whereas ſuch 
Vieleuces bave been done, gc. never "yet, I ſay, fo much as one Pro- 
clamation of that Nature,- never: ſo much-as one Perſon puniſhed for 

- ſuch Violences. On the contrary, the two or threeWeſt:Country Re- 
giments, who paſs under the name of) Cameronians, ſeem to-haye. been 

"ſent of /parpoſe to: Quarter in the Shires:of - Perzþ and Angus :(-where 
the People have ſtil} been peaceable and: affeionate to their Miniſters 5 
that they-might perſecute the Clergy'3 for wherever they go they. do it, 

and they are never diſcharged, nor taken any notice of. You would 
wonder to hear what a wild Pack theſeare 3 I dare not '( dreading Pro- 

*lixity )/ enter upon-a full particular Deſcription: of them-: But-I cannot 
Forbear to-tell you one Fancy which made me'hugh, lately-when [ was 

-told it: It was, That they will not obey their very Officers, but when 
they pleaſe, eſpecially in - point of Exerciſe, when they-are bid do this 

- or that,” two:days together, they will not dorit-for any Authority or -_ 
Perſuafion:; -and -when' they are challenged for it, they tell, :They'areinot | 

- for fet *Forme. © This 'by the ' way. »By theſe "things, *methinks, you 


- may 
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- may ſee pretty*clearly now ( though nothing more could be'adduced)}- 
who aRed the Rabbles : But, in trath, I needed not have been at the - 
pains of ColleQing theſe Argumentsz for,  ' 2 8y 
" By that'Proclamation of the "Thirteenth of April (to which I now -« 
return ) all the antecedent Deeds of the Rabble are clearly juſtified, 
and fair permiſfion, or rather freſh eucouragement is given them to 
perſevere in their Courſe,” - The Clauſe is as plain as it is wonderfal ; 
theſe are the very words; And the Eſtates do prohibit and diſcharge any 
Injury to be offered by any Perſon whatſoever, t0 any Minifters of the 'Goſpel,. 
either in Churches or Meeting-Houſes ( though theſe' Meeting-Houles, 
and the Conventicles kept in them, were mot direQly contrary to.Law; 
and the States by their fore- mentioned AQ, dated March 16, had de- 
clared they would fit till they ſhould fecure the Laws and Liberties of 
this Kingdom ) who are preſently ( N.B.) in the Poſſeſſion. and Exerciſe of -* 
. their Miniſtry therein; Whereby all forced from their Churches before | 
that day, were entirely excluded the Proie&ion of the Government. ' 

If you doubt that that was' the ſenſe and purpoſe of the Clauſe, I 
have to produce another Proclamation, which. will make an excellent 
Commentary 3 it is that which is dated Awgaſt 6. 1689, and entituled, . 
A Proclamation anent the Miniſters, . whereof the Narrative runs thus, 
I hereas the Eftates of the Kingdom did probibit and diſcharge any - Injury 
to be offered by any Perſon whatſoever to any Miniſter | of the Goſpel, either in - 
Churches or Meeting- Houſes, who were then, viz, on the Thirteenth of April 
laft in Poſſeſſion and Exerciſe of their Miniſtry: And thus in the Mandato- 
ry Part, Therefore the Lords of Their Majeſties Privy-Conncil, in Their Ma- 
jefties Name and Authority, do ſtrifily Commend and Charge, that none of © 
the Leidges take on hand to do any Violence or Injury to any of the Minifters 
of the Goſpel, whether they be Preaching in Churches or Meeting-Honſes 5 and + 
that all ſuch as were in Poſſeſſion and: Exerciſe of their Miniſtry, fince-the Thir- - 
teenth of April laſt, be allowed to continue undifturbed, and that ſuch Mini- 
fters as have been removed, difpoſſeſſed, or reſtrained, without a legal Semtence + 
in the exerciſe of their Miniſtry, fince the Thirteenth day of April laft, ſhall - 
be allowed to return, '&c. Axe you fatished now? But I have yet more .. 
to give you, | FH <5 

It is a Paſſage in that Addreſs, faid to be ſigned by the greateſt part 
of the Members of the Parliament of Scotland, and deliver'd to His Ma- 
jeſty at Hampton- Court, the Fifteenth day of OdGober, 1689. The words 
are, It is not unknown to Tour Majeſty what have been the ſad Confuſions and 
Diſorders of this diftreſſed Country under Prelacy, and for want of its ancient -- 
Presbyterian” Government ( What fcope*for Commenting'here ! if it were -- 


my... -. 


to perſiſt in their laudable AtcHievmentss. and' this ſo-very certaih, that 
the Duke of Hamilton produced one of themiin Fane or Fuly laſt, before 
the Council, and: put the Earl to it, and-he could not deny-it;: and 
that it made a great Noiſe, not only at that Table, but through the 
whole: City. | And Monroe of Tow, -one: of the Members - of Parlia- 
ment, ſeeing one day a Miviſter in his Gown: in the Parliament-Court, 
pointed at him, crying, Behold Antiebrift! Will ao body tear the Gown 
from bim 2 The Miniſter ( a pretty bold Fellow ) reply'd, Bt, Sir, yoru 
are ths Beaſt! Which made the SpeQators laugh 3 and fo he eſcaped : 
For you your ſelf would have ſworn he ſpoke truth, had you ever ſeen 
' *the Man. Further yet; to this very day, not one Presbyterian Preach- 
er, has ever been heard condemn thele Methods from his Pulpit. On 
' the'contrary, I could name more than two or three, who actually ap- 
proved them, commended the Zeal that pat People upon them 3 encou- 
raged them to proceed 3 and in the New Church- at Edinburgh: ( De 
Fare, the Biſhop's Cathedral, De Fado, now a Presbyterian Meeting- 
© Houſe )) it ſelf, where now the great Concourſe is of all the Nobility 
and Gentry, who follow the new Guiles, it was told them in a Sermon, 
That ſuch ſhakings as theſe (it is the 'very words) were the ſhakings of 
God, and without ſuch ſhakings, his Church "was not in uſe to be ſetled. 
Once more yet, notwithſianding/Rabbling has been. all along in faſhis 
on, and continues 'to- this moment 3 - and many:Compjaints have-been 
made ; yet never hitherto ſo much as one Proclamation takingnotice of 
--It in form, that is, bearing a Narrative to-this purpoſe, Whereas ſuch 
Vieleuces have been done, gc. never yet, I ſay, ſo much as one Pro- 
clamation of that Nature,- never: ſo much-as one Perſon puniſhed for 
- ſuch Violences. On the contrary, the two or threeWeſt:Country Re- 
giments, who paſs under the name of: Cameronians, ſeem to-haye.been 
Tent of purpoſe to Quarter in the Shires:of Perzb and Angus ((-where 
the People have ſtill been peaceable and: affeQionate to their Miniſters 5 
that theymight perſecute the Clergy'3 for wherever they go they. do it, 
and they are never diſcharged, nor' taken any notice of. You would 
worider to hear what a wild Pack theſeare 3 I dare not '( dreading Pro- 
* lisity )/ enter upon-a full particular Deſcription: of them: But-I cannot 
forbear-to-tell you one Fancy which made me hugh, lately-when [ was .- 
-told it: It was, That they will not obey their very Officers, but when 
they pleaſe, eſpecially in - point of Exercife, when they are bid do this 
or that, two'days together, they. will not-do'it for any Authority or - 
Perſuaſion: -and -when they are challenged for it, they tell, :They are /not 
- for ſet Forms. This 'by the ' way. -By theſe things, +methinks,. you 
| - may 
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may ſee pretty*clearly now ( though nothing more could be adduced)}- 
who aced the Rabbles : But, in trath, I'needed not have been at the - 
pains of ColleQing theſe Arguments for, © TI 
© By that'Proclamation of the "Thirteenth of April ( to which I now - 
return ) all the antecedent Deeds of the Rabble are clearly juſtified, 
and fair permiſſion, or rather freſh eucouragement is given them to 
perſevere in their Courſe,” - The Clauſe is as plain as it is wonderful ; 
theſe are the very words; And the Eſtates do prohibit and diſcharge any 
Injury to be offered by any Perſon whatſoever, #0 any Miniſters of the 'Goſpel,. 
either in Churches or Meeting-Houſes ( though theſe: Meeting-Houles, - 
and the Conventicles kept in them, were moſt direQly contrary to.Law; 
and the States by their fore- mentioned Ac, dated March 16, had de-_ 
clared they would fit till they (ſhould ſecure the Laws and Liberties of 
this Kingdom ) who are preſently ( N.B.) in the Poſſeſſion. and Exerciſe of - 
their Miniſtry therein: Whereby all forced from their Churches before 
that day, were entirely excluded the Prote&ion of the Government. : 

If you doubt that that was the ſenſe and puzpoſe of the Clauſe, 'I 
have to produce another Proclamation, which will make an excellent 
Commentary 3 it is that which is dated A#gaſt 6: 1689, and entituled, . 
A Proclamation anent the Miniſters, whereof the Narrative runs thus, 
Whereas the Eftates of the Kingdom did probibit and diſcharge any - Injury 
to be offered by any Perſon whatſoever to any Miniſter ' of the Goſpel, either in - 
Churches or Meeting- Houſes, who were then, viz, on the Thirteenth of April 
laft in Poſſeſſion and Exerciſe of their Miniftry; And thus in the Mandato- 
ry Part, Therefore the Lords of Their Majeſties Privy-Conncil, in Their Ma- 
jefties Name and Authority, do ſtritly Command and Charge, that none of 
the Leidges take on hand to do any Violence or Injury to any of the Miniſters 
of the Goſpel, whether they be Preaching'in Churches or Meeting-Howſes ; and 
that all ſuch as were in Poſſeſſion and: Exerciſe of their Miniſtry, fince-the Thir= 
zeenth of April laſt, be allowed to continue undifturbed, and that ſuch Mini- 
fters as bave been removed, difpoſſeſſed, or reſtrained, without a legal Semence -- 
in the exerciſe of their Miniſtry, fince the Thirteenth day of April laſft, ſhall - 
be allowed to return, '&c. 'Axe you fatished now? But I have yet more 
to give you. | = | | CO IEE | 

It isa Paſſage in that Addreſs, faid to be ſigned by the greateſt part. - 
of the Members of the Parliament of Scotland, and deliver'd to His Ma- 
jeſty at Hampton- Court, the Fifteenth day of OdGober, 1689. The words - 
are, It is not unknown to Tour Majeſty what have been the ſad Confufions and 
Diforders of this diſtreſſed Country under Prelacy, .and for want of ts ancient - . 
Presbyterian Government (( What fcope* for Commenting; here ! if it were -- 
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- my preſent buſineſs? ) And now the whole Weſt, and many other parts of. 
Scotland, :are-at preſent- deſolate and deſtitute, baving only - Minifters (it 
ſeems you own theſe Miniſters to: be no- Minitters; otherwiſe, having, 
them, *how can the Veſt, and: theſe other Parts, be faid to. be deſolate 
and deſtitute?) called upen'the late (K, James's ). Liberty, without n 
Benefice or Living, or convenient place to Preach in, Thete are a thouſar 
things here quereable, if a body had inclination to be nice; for Example, 
who knows not.that-theſe Miniſters were ſo wiſe as to make ſecure Bar 
gains with the People who called ther, before they would (et up theix 
Mecting-Houſes amongſt them ? Who knows not that theſe Eight or, 

* Nine Months by-palt, they have poſſeſs'd themſclves of all the Churches 

. of che eſt, and.lately of many elſewhere too ? How then can they be 
faid to want convenient places to Preach in? And for what reaſon can 

- the late Liberty be mentioned ? Was it a ſufficient or a lepaldYarrant fix 
the People to call theſe Miniſters, and theſe Minifters to embrace ſuch 
Calls ?. Or was it not ? If it was, there-was Law for the Difenſing Power, 
by Conſequence Ring Fames 1s injuriouſly treated : If it was not, 
how comes that People and theſe Miniſters now to be fo kindly dealt 
by 3 Did they not. comply with the Diſpenſing Power ? Did they not 

- what they could, by their Compliance, to affert it, and give'it Counte- 
nance ? For my part, .I think, Reaſon would ſay, they deſerved as well 
as any to be comprehended in the Third Vote, which that Addreſs 
mentions: But you may interpret this a Digreſſion; be it ſo : This Pm © 
ſure is home 3 you fee the Addreflers tell their King, that.now the whole 
Weſt is deſolate and deſtitute. What if he had anſwered, How comes it to be 
ſo 2 Were there not Miniſters cſiabliſh*d by there Law? What is become + 

- of them? What (can you imagine ) could they return to that, befides 
one of theſe two, viz, Either again to Addreſs His Majeſty forxeſtoring 
and repoſſeſfing thoſe who had been thrult out ? ( an Overture,. which 
I readily belicve, got never footing amongſi their Inclinations ) Or to 
own that they juſtified what was done to theſe Miniſters ? And indeed 

the. Air of their Language, in that paſſage, impcrts not only that, -but 

- Iikewiſc, that they take ic for granted, 'that their King will readily juſtifie 
all too; though I am confident he neither. can nor will. | 

 _»Wonld you have more yet? As on Chriſtmas Day; Anno 1688, the 
Rabble firſt fell upon the Clergy: of the Yef,. as I have. ſaid;-fo on 
Cbriftmas-Eve, Anno 168g. the Council did interpole their Authority, 
and have diſcharged all che interior Judges withia the Kingdom to paſs 
Decreets'in favors of any Miniſters who were not in Poſſeſlion and Ex- 

-$rciſe. of their Minikry on the Thirteenth day of April, 4Anno:t689. 
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for the ſaid: Years Revehue, adducing for their-Reafon, -that often-rocn- 
tioned A andProclamation,) inferring thence, that no Judicature. can 
determin in-the Cale; excepta;Partiamene 7 oo 
"*Thus,/Sir, you way brieflyundertiand the State'of thoſe Miniſters 
vho' were [thruſt from» their Charches by:lajviels Force and Violence: 
Pogr People) - It would*extort-Compaſſion from'any Brea} not altoge- 
ther. Stone, to ſee what ſad Circumſtances many of them: have been in 
this. good time by-gone, having had little or nothing to maintain them- 
ſelves. with; and (-in 'many- Inſtances} their numerous Families, -but 
the Charity. and Benevolence: of ſome good Ghriſtians: For generally 
aur Scottiſh Benefices: are but ſmall; 'and themoſt party of the Weſtern 
Glergy had got little (till very- lately ) of their Stipends for the Year 
16$7-: and. nothing of the Year 1688, And by what L have ſaid laft, 
you. may gueſs 'what they may cxpe& of the Year 168g, Canany Hi- 
ſtory (hew a Preſident for their Caſe? Were: ever Chriſtian Miniſters {0 
treated; in x Chriſtian Kingdom? Will-this paſs with after Ages. for 
good, Service..done to the Proteſtant Intereſt? —- Bur *tis now time Ss 
© To paſs over to the other Claſs, confilting of thoſe who eſcaped the 
Hands-of. the Rabble; till-that-Myfterious Thirteenth Day of April was 
.ovet; They: had indeed: a certain ſort of ProteRion promiſed chem by 
the Proclamation 3 but perhaps ſuch an dne as you ſhall hardly find its 
like under any Government: Though 1 have ſet down the Clauſe inpart 
already;, yet I will repeat ict over'again fully, that you-may. the better 


" uriderfiand.Ait;. 4nd the Eſtates ido probibit and Ip be LM to be 


offered+ by, any Perſon whatſamever, 'to any Miniſter of either in 
Chitrches or Meetings Howſes, who. are preſently in, Poſſeſſion' and Exerciſe. of - 
their Miniſtry therein, they behaving -( N. B. ) themſelves as becomes, under the - 
preſent Government : That is, if they (hall read.the Proclamation, and. pray 
for King Fi/liam and Queen Mary,. as King and Queen of Scotland ; let 
* no Violence be done them ; but if they ſhall not_( be it upon whatſo- 
. ever Reaſons. and NeccfIties.) to your Task Rabble 3 you ſhall' notthe 
> hs for it :1s.it not anexcellent. Government (think ye) where: 
Rabbfes are- confticuted” Judges, and Executors of Laws ? Was not 
that -brave-ProteQion, at a JunEure, when the great Stateſmen and Ca- 
ſuiſts of both-Nations were making Prote&tion and Allegiance recipro-" 
cal?: Yet verily, ' Sir, conſideting-the poſture of Afﬀairs then; 'no. Man 
C without doing Violence to. his' own Serſe } -could put a; better 
Gloſs. upon it. + Nay,” what 1 have ſaid is- the leaſt that- can. be colle- 
Ged3. for inmany: Mens Opinion, theſe words. [They behaving them 
ſelves ,85 becomes, under ub preſent I] were defigned to com- 
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prehend more:than-Reading and- Praying, 'and were put in of purpoſe 
- to expoſe thoſe to the Mercy of the Rabble, 'who- ( though they ſhould 
obey that Proclamation ) ſhould at-any-time thereafter, refuſe Obedi- 
ence to- any thing. - That a Presbyterian Mecting, Council or Parlia- 
ment,. ſhould enaQ-or determin 3 certainly the words will zo ſo farea- 
fily, and without-ſtretching : *Tis as-certain the Rabble herefrom took 
new Encouragement, and kept up the Perſecution as hot as ever. and -. 
for my part, I can ſee no other thing like Law for turning out ſome Mi- - 
niſters afterwards, who had bo:h Read and. Prayed, "for not obſerving 
the /ate Faſt : But cf that more anon. Such was the Nature of the 
Protcion-granted by that Proclamation : I proceed next to' as-won-> 
derful Effects. | | o 
-It requircd the Miniſters within the City of Edinbzrgb, under the pain 
of being deprived, and loſing their Benefices, to read it publickly from 
their Prlpits, upon Sunday next, being the Fourteenth, at the-end of 
their Fore-noons Sermon z and the Miniſters'on this fide of the River 
of Tay, upon the twenty firſt, and thoſe be-North the ſaid-River, 'on 
the twenty eighth under the Pains aforcfaid. | BED 
You fee what Expedition it required of the Minifters of Edinburgh : 
It was voted and enacted in the meeting on Saturday about Twelve of 
of the Clock, it was late. before it came from the Preſs, it came not-to 
. their hands: till it was much later : Some of them were in Bed before 
they heard of it : ſome received it not till the next Morning 3 'fome (as 
' Fam to'd ) never faw it till they were in the Pulpit. Tobe fare, none 
of them had time to conſider it throughly, examine the great” Matters 
contained in it, or deliberately ſatisfie their Conſciences about it." - The 
{even Engliſh Biſhops, the Year before, by their Example, had taught 
the World that Minifters were not to Read Proclamations fide implicita, 
and in a blind Obedience. The preſent Engliſh Parliament, had given . 
ſeveral Months to the Clergy of that Kingdom to deliberate in, before 
Sentence was to be paſt againſt them, for not complying with the preſent 
Revolution. _ If 1 am not miftakeo, no Church-man in England is de- 
prived to this day, but you know that better than I. "Sure Þ am, this 
our Proclamation contain'd things of as great Conſequence as that which 
theſe Seven Biſhops found fo choaking, that they rather chooſed to-run 
the greateſt hazards, than enjoin their Clergy the Reading of itz or as 
that Law cither, upon- the account of which ſo many of the Engliſh 
Clergy are now under Suſpenſion : yet the Clergy of Edinburgh muſt 
Read and Pray the very next day, 'and upon fo ſhort Advertiſement; or 
be inflantly-deprived :. nor can the Inclinations of the People be eye” | 
| 9, ed - 


| 


— 
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ed for (6 quick difpatch 3 for T am told, (amd I'know it to be certain ) 
that when the Gentleman whio Preached in the new Church, had refu- 
{cd -t6 Read #, arid-the Clerk (after the Blefling pronounced » fell a 
Reading of it 3 the whole Congregation ( which that day was very fre- 
quent }) run ſo haſtily out of the Church (ſuch was their Indignation j 
that before he had half done, there was not ſo much as one to hear him, 
So went Matters in that Church. 

- In other Churches of the City, ſome gave Obedience, and ſome did 
not. - Theſe whordid it not met.with pretty quick Juſtice, for the next 
Week they were Cited to appear before the Committee of Eftates. | 

The firſt who appeared, was one DoQor Strachan, Profefſor of Theo- 
logy in the Uniyerlity, and one of the Miniſters in the Troxe Church, an 
ingenuous Man, and a truly Primitive Chriſtian: he made a Defence for 
himſelf, which many thought ſo reaſonable then, that I cannot yet for- 
bear to: give you an account of it. It was this for Subſtance, That the 
Eſtates had found ( in their claim of Right J) that none can be King or 
Queen of Scotland till they have ſworn the Coronation Oath: for this 
Reaſon they -had. Declared, that Fames, by aſſuming the Regal Power, 
and aQing as King without ever taking the Oath required by Law, —— 
had: forfeited thE Right to the Crown: That all the Eftates had yer done, 
was only to nominate PP, William and Mary, as the Perſons to whom 
the Crown ſhould be offered, but they had not -yet aQually made the 

Offer 3 far lefs had PP. William and Mary accepted of it :' it was poſſible 
they might-refuſe it, but though they ſhould not, yet they could not be - 
King and Queen of Scozland tiil they had ſolemnly-{worn the Oath, which 
was not yet done; therefore he did not ſee how he could Pray for them 
as King and Queen of Scotland 3 nor how the Eftates, in reaſon, or in 
conſequence to their own Principles, could require it of him; | Tam told 
the whole Committee was ſilent 3 perhaps it has been for want of a rea« 
dy Gift : yet, for all that, ( and though he had in Family twelve or 
thirteen Children.) there was no Mercy for-him. His Defence (though 
it could not be anſwered ) was not ſuſtained 3 'no further time to deli- 
berate, -was granted 3 but upon his confeffing he had not Obeyed, he 
was forthwith deprived, and made the firſt Sacrifice. Nay,” ſome other 
Miniſters there were, who after they had uſed the ſame Defence, toJd 
moreover, - they were willing to-Pray for them as King -and' Queen, fo 
ſoon as they had taken the ith 3 but this -availed: not neither : they 
had not obeyed as the States had enjoined 3 and fo they were Sentenced. 
Thus proceeded that Commitctee, and in-ewwo- or three Weeks deprived 
betwixt twenty and thirty : and -_ too before PP. Filliam and Mary 

"2 | had 
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had ſworn the Oath 3'or ( which: is all 'one)- before Accounts! came 
from London that they had done it : for upon their aſſuming the Royal 
' Power-{ you know _) the Execution of the Law belonged to them and 
their Council, and ſo there was no more place for that Commit7e. - .. -- 

PP. Wiliam and Mary took the Coronation Qath, at White-Hall, the 
Eleventh: of May 1689. Then: they named their Counſellors for this 
their Ancient Kingdom. They were, for-the greater part, Perſons who 
had never:ſate at that Table before : they came in upon a.new Found ; 
they had new-and untry'd Rules to walk by, new Deligns to carry on ; 
in a word, they had as.1t were, a ſplit-new Sylteme of Government to 
temper and. efiabliſh. 'Beſides, there were great varieties of Humors at 
that time in the Nation. Armies were in the Fields, and a Parliament 
' was to Sit : fo the Council had a vaſt Occan of Buſineſs b:fore them : 
and fo for ſome Weeks, they had not leiſure to fall upon the Clergy 5 - 
that is, till about the. middle of Fuly. Till which time leave -we 
them, and return to the Rabble, to ſce what they were doing in the 
Country. 9 {Þ nip RE 7 | 

And indecd they were making clean. work wherever'they, came ; I 
dare ſcarcely ſay, it was all one to them, whether the Miniſters they. 
tell on, had complycd or not complyed : -for now the Compliers were 
meeting with the ſharpeſt meaſures. After the Proclamation came ont, 
for a while they remitted ſomething of their Eagernels : they hoped the 
Proclamation ( conſidering how deeply all who had*taken the Teſt, 
were ſworn, neves to diſown King Famey as their Sovereign ) would 
eale- them of their Labor ; but when they found that ſeveral-were win=- 
Hing Over their Oaths, and giving Obedience to the Eſtates. Orders 
_it gave them new Provocation. If ſuch ſhould be ſuftered to poſſcfs their 
Churches peaceably and' ſecurely, the Presbyterian Intereſt ſhould ſill be 
ata loſs : a great many of Epiſcopal Principles would ill be in Office, 
which afterwards might breed Diſturbances : Beſides, if we may believe 

e Rabblers themſelves, it irritated them to ſee any Man give Compli- 
ance upon this Head, that they looked upon them as perjured, and Men 
of no Conſcience. Whatever the cauſe was, a good many found the 
Effects : ſuch as Mr. Mac-math, Miniſter at Laſwade, (on whom three 
or four Fellows, came one Night, as he was going betwixt Edinburgh and 
his own Houſe, ſitabb'd him with Awls and Bodkins, ſo that he had ten © 
or twelve Wounds in his Belly ; -filled Fis Mouth till they had almoſt 
choaked-him with the Dung of Horſes, and then-left him in that ſad 
Condition /) Maſter Burgeſs, Miniſter at Temple, ( though he was ſo 
carneft to Read and Pray, that when he ſaw the Proclamation was not 

| | - like 


like to be feft.to him by. Authozicy, aptintthe Dapoppointeds he was 
careful to provide, a Copy for himſelf, and Read: it, very faichtully,) 
MW. Mac-Kengie, Miniſter at Kirkliftoun, ( who had for ſome years been 
Chaplaity' to Major General -Maccay's Regiment. in; Helldnd,; and was. 
aually with him under the ſame CharaQter/at the Batte of Gifyebranky,): 
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Mr. Hamiltoun, [Miniſter at Kirknewtown, Mr. Nimmo, Miniſter at-Colings: - 


town, Mr. Donaldſone,” at Dumbartown, &c. Nays, I could inftance-ina 
whole Preebytery in Galloway 3 for upon the News-that.ſuch.a Proclama- 
tion was, ordered 3 theſe Brethren met and conſulted -what-was to. be 
done and in brief, theReſolution;was, ,thar all ſhould give O-edience, 
and all. truly did it 3, (as who. could-blame. them, fecing beſides, che Au- 
thority of the Elltates,. they; had. the Votes of their own -Coonſciences for 
it ? ). Bat within a few days.not, one 'of them eſcaped Rabbling:. they, 
were as indiſcriminately turned ont, as they had unanimouſly. transferred: 
their Allegiance from King-7ames'to Ring William.and Queen Mary, 
Twenty more ſuch Inftances.might, be adduced,.if it. were needful ;..but. 
thcre are three ſo very remarkable, tharLcannot. paſs them.by. .,.{; 
Oce is, , Mr. Mac-Gill, Miniſter ,at. Killfpth, within.the :Pxcshytery of. 
Glaſgow3 ali his Neighbour-Presbyters had; been turged out before, .he: 
alone of that Fraternity, was-ſpared. till the; 13th of 4pril. was paſt. 


The good Man loyed his Religion,, and,, upon, che. preciſe Day, gave. 


Obedience 3 but the very next Sunday a Rabble convened. toc interrupt. 


him, Ir. is true; they, were; that Day. repulſed with Loſs, for many of 


the People of, the Pariſh appeared. for him,, and. one. of the; Rabble: was 
killed in the Scuffile. ., The,poor Miviſier (no. blood-thirſty. Man) had. 


fied for his Life to the Earl of Kilmarnoek's Houſe, who lived atno great. 


diſtance, ,and..knew'not how-the Fray was ended;. but one Mr, Max= 


well, . the Lord Kil{yth's FaQor in theſe Parts, feeing the Man was dead; 


took Journey ſtrait for Edinburgh, that. he might -be-the fiſt for ac+ 
quainting the Lords of the Committee with what had happened.” He 


told them, the, Miniſter had-given Obedience.to. the Proclamation: ſo. 


that he had a rightto. the Prote&ion promiſed in it; that therefore when - 
the Rabble came upon_him,, a good many.People found themſelves ob- 
liged.to defend him, not only out of. reſpect they had-tor-him' as their. 
Paſtor, but alſo. for their own Security for if. they had not done fo,. 


they might have been liable co the Law,. which obliges the ſeveral Pariſh- .- 


es within the. Kingdom to,proteQ their Miniſtcrs.3 otherwiſe to be an- 
ſwerable for his, Loſſes. A 


Life. in the Quarrel. -  .\ nth « bx 
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le told them) Jikewiſe, that one had. loſt his 
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"The Lord Roſe was then Preſes of the Committee: when the Gentle- 
man had thusfar told-the Story, his Lordſhip coldhim gravely, he with- | 
cd the Rabble had not been oppoſed; ſuch People cared not what they 
did ; it hadbeen better to have yielded to their Humor 5 he was truly 
ſorry that.-Blobd was ſhed 3 but in ſuch a Cafe, it would be hard to get 
the Actor puniſhed. But, my Lord,-( faid the. Gentleman he was 
none of ours, he was of the Rabble- who was killed : what do you, fay | 
( replied his/ Lordſhip ) - one of the Rabble ! That may draw deeper than 
you are aware 6f, This to let you fee the Humor which then prevailed 
atmongit our Leading Men in the Government and it brings me in mind 
of # Scoth Proverb I have heard, viz- That Halkerton's Cow js 2 very old 
Beaft.- But how ended the Matter-? The next day, after they had buri- 
& the Man who was killed, the whole company fcIFapon Mr, Mac-Gill”s 
Hoofe, tified it;” broke and tore all his Furniture to pieces, defiroyed all 
his\Bogoks'and Papers, . carried off about- 15. or 20 }, Sterling of Mony, 
plunged his' Hats ard Periwigs in the Churn amongſt ſome Milk, and 
Founded them with the Churn+ Staff, ;emptied all his Meal out of its Re-- 
politories, end then; the Chamber-Box amongſt it; 'in'a Word, you 
have hardly-tcad oz Heard of ſuch Barbarous Tricks as they plaid: The 
poor Gentleman ſuftairied of Loſs ta the value of 150 /. (a good 
Stock fork Seoth"Minifier)' and to this Day has got" neither Reparation 
Ns i ME EE a OE uy 

'+The other two Inftatices (hall be Mr: "Craig, and Mr. Bachannan, both 
Miniſters within the Presbytery of Dumbartoun : 1 do not adduce them 
for any thing that was odd, and fingular, .in the Treatment-they had 

from the Rabble; for ſo-far, they received only the common Meaſure : 
' Buttolet'y6u ſee how little it -avails Mev; tot onlyto have complied, 
but-to have-done good Services, if-they have once owned'Epiſcopacy. 
Theſe two Gentlemen are Barons in Stirlingſhire; - that is, they. hold 
' ſuch Lands of the King in Capite, as gives them the privilege of Voting 
--at the Chooſing Commiſſioners for Parliament, or being ſuch them- 

felves, if they ould be Choſen. Now, when the Members were a 


_ © Chooſing for the late Mecting of Eſtates: the Gentlemen of that Shire 


of Stirling wete almoſt equally divided about the Perſons to be Ele&ed 
for their Repreſentatives. Four were Liſted, two downright Malig- 
nants, Cavalicrs, who would have been clear for King Famer his Intc- 
reſt; and two who were as clear for that of the Prince of Orange : When 
it came tobe determined, the Votes- ran equal, till it came to the two 
Laird-Minifters who were laſt, ſo they had the cafting of the Balance, 
and both did it in favors of the new States-men: What could they have 
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done more for the Puince of Orange "Their Vores made (atitl by Con- 
ſequence were equivalent-to,'two Votes of /) ewo Members of the Meer. 
ing for him 'belides G gy ing turn'd out; before the Thirteenth of + 
 pril, ) they did all Ditty, Read and Prayed, 2h. Yer now thar they are 
Rabbled;-no more Pivtedtion/for ther, thins or the Rotteneſt Favabite 
in the Kingdom.” Thſeaiettic Advantages of Compliance amongftus x 
notone of all choſe'whom'1 khavernamed (and as 1 faid, it were eafic to 
name-@s/many more.) has Protection to: thisDay,. none of them dares 
venture to their Churches, few' or none to:their'Houles; - 7 
- By this you may '{ce what were the Gircumſtances of the Clergy, du- 
ring the interval/between the Convenciows being changed into-a Par- 
liznent, and the middle of Fwy,” to which I now return.” 

What was the Cauſe that made the Council intermit (o long the De- 
. privation of che Non-Complying Miniſters, I am neither able nor care- 
fal coknow: but ir ſeems ſuch delays were extremely wopleaſant to the 
Presby terian: Preachers: Wherefore they thonght ic convenient to give 
them' the Spar to purpoſe. £ The' Parliament -was then Sitting 3 (© they. 
gave in a long Addrels to'it ; wherein, having thanked God for the | 
great Deliverance wrought by his Inftrament, the Pious and Magnani-- 
mous }/lliam, then-Prince of Orange, now, by the good hand of God, . 
their Graciuus Sovereign 3 Complemented the Commiſſioner; and the - 
reſt of the Lords of Parliament 3 and miſcalled Epiſcopacy, and Biſhops, 
and all that own them, as'very ill things z they'come to their:demands, 
where appears'in the Van, the freeing this povr Oppreſſcd Church from 
ſach Oppreſſors and 'Oppreffions. - | f- 

There are many other things in it worthy of your notice, particularly: 
their Petitioning that the Church Government may be Eſtabliſhed in the 
Hands of ſuch only who by their former Carriage and Sofferings, have 
evidenced that they are known Sound Presbyterians-— ( This is nothing . 
like Prelacy ,} and their requeſting that the Church thus -Efiabliſhed 
may be allowed by their Lordſhips Civil SanQion, - to appoint Viſtrati- 
ons for purging out Infufficient, Negligent, Scandalous, ard Erroncons 
Minifters, ( and what Apoflile, if ye give him. a Presbyterian Fury; "(hall : 
not come within the comprehenſion of one of thele four ?) This' Ad- 
dreſs, I ſay, was given in to the Parliament :' ard what wonder choagh - 
the Council was awakened byit? + LD $255 0h 
- And, indeed, immediately, they fell to work; the Inquiſition revi- 
ved, and Summons . were iffued out, at the King's Advocates Inſtance, 
againſt a-good' many ;- but: before 1 come: to theiw Sueceſs, there is-one 
thing Þ muſt not forger towll you.” | 
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Every Man. knows, -and the commoneſt Equity requires, that pub- 
tick Edids' or Proclamations, ( eſpecially when they are peremptory in , 
their Dicts, and poſitive in their SanRions _) - ought to be very carefully 
and authentically tranſmitted/to thoſe- they do oblige.” Yer, never leſs 
Care: taken figce'the World began, of the u(t and-regular Conveyance 
of any thing; than there: was of that Proclamation to the. Miniſters; : 
there were hundreds of Miniſters to whoſe Hands it came not till the Days 
prefixed were expired : particularly in the Shire of Fife, there are bc- 
twixt ſeventy and eighty Pariſhes yet I am credibly told, 'only fix Co- 
pics came to the Sheriff Clerks hand, who was ordered to diſtribute 
them : and there was no ſuch-Glauſe in the Proclamation, as allowed, 
far |:(s required them to obey it any Sunday thereafter : for what. 1 xe 
mark this, . you will know inftantly. | g : 

Summonds were iſſued out, as I have ſaid, and the Council ( that 
they might ſhew a ſuitable Zea), and be every whit as forward as the 
Party would have them, or as *tis poſſible tor the Eccleſialtical Viſitati- 
ons themſelves to be, fit when they will .) proceeded as ſummarily as 
could be deſired. The Perſon cited, heard a long Libel read, concern- 
1vg the Irreligion, the Ingratitude, the Contempt, &c. of his Diſobe- 
dience. After that, the Prefident of the Council asked him, if he had 
read tfiEProclamation upon the day prefixed, and if he had ever fince 
praycd publickly for King /i!/;am and Queen Mary : (it was added ſome- 
times by- Name and Surname, when the Earl of Crawford was: Prefi- 
dent ) as King and Queen of Scotland ? If he anſwexed [ No] to both; 
no Mercy for him. But I muſi be a little more particular on this Head. 

Be pleaſed to know then that there was one Clauſe which in. thirty 
or forty- Libels, was never omitted, This, word for word : Whereas 
the Miniſters, by a Proclamation dated the Thirteenth of April, were com- 
manded and required ts read the ſame upon the refpettive Days therein cantain- 
ed, and pray —— Yet when the ſaid Proclamation of the Eftates was 
ſent to him (the Perſon accuſed )) at leaſt came to his Hands, or of which + 
he had knowledge ( mark the Gradation, and the Equity of the ſeveral 
Steps, eſpecially the laſt) he was ſo far from teſtifying his Gratitude, and 
giving due Obedience thexeunto, that, &c., And who could ſiand before 
ſuch an Indictment ? And indeed few were able. For 

If the Miniſter pleaded, That the Proclamation had never come to 
his Hands, and was ready to {wear it ( as many might have done with 
a good Conſcience ) it profited him nothing 3 he was guilty, by the 
third ſicp of the Gradation, juſt now taken notice of. And it was all 
one, whether hc had prayed for King 1/7liam and Queen Mary, or mn, 
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- if he had not read? «&. g-' Mr.-Guild, Miniſter at North Berwick,, told 

the Council, he had prayed for them from the very firſt day he had 
heard they were proclaimed King and Queen, 'and none in the King- 
dom was more joyful than he, that a Proteſtant” King and- Queen 
were ſet on the Throne; (1 have half a dozen amore of Inſtances of 
the ſame nature) yet he was deprived. | | ! 

If he had both read and prayed, yet if it was not done on the 
preciſe days, there was no eſcaping. So it fared with Mr. Hey, Mini- 
tter at Kinſongabair, Hunter at Sterling, Toung at Mony-vaird, and many 
othets, «ſpecially Mr. Aird, Miniſter at Tory-barn, ( an old, grave, (c- 
rious Man ) who, though he brought a Certificate fromthe Sheriff of 
the Shire where he lived, bearing, that he. had read the Proclamation 
on the Sunday immediately after he received it, was yet deprived 
without remedy. _ | 

One thing was .remarked all alongſt, viz. That the Queſtion was 
never put whether they weuld give Obedience thereafter: no, there 
was no-place for Repentance. And FI remember to have heard, that 
fome of the Magiſtrates of the Town of Perth, (alias S.- Fobns-Town,) 
after both their Miniſters were deprived, came to the Earl of Crawford, 
and infinuated to him, that they were hopeful. One Mr. Anderſon 
( a good-natured' Man, and a'very good Paſtor, and who:had been one 
of the Miniſters of cheaid Town ): perhaps:might be induced to com- 
ply yetz and that he would" be extremely acceptable tothe People, 
if he. were Teponed, &c.” But preſently his Lordſhip turned huffy, and 
cold them, that was'not {much as once to be mentioned : ſo. they 
were-forced to let fall their deſign. Jndced his- Lordſhip is a -moſt 
zealous Reformer, arid as' fit for being Preſident at a Board, for turn- 
ing out Epiſcopal Clergy-men, as could have been fallen upon. --I re- 
miember,- a-certain Miniſter, -who. had: been a good time of his Lord- 
ſhip's Acquaintance, went” to himz*thinking' to have prevailed with 
him, to have got the'Dict deſerted and they had a very.pleafant Con- 
verſation. His Lordſhip asked* whether he uſcd publickly-to pray for 
King William and'Queen' Mary ** He an{wered, He prayed as the Apo- 
file: direRted 3 and: cited, 1 Tim, 2.1, 2, Hell (fays my Lord) that's 
enough for us 10 deprive 'you. After ſome. more Diſcourſe, the Minifter 
ſaid, he: was: ſorry for the Deſalations of the Church, And his Lordſhip 


anſwered very quaintly, Bur ſo am not 1. The: Work bad never gone - : 


on-ſo ſucceſsfully, if -he. had. not been on the top of it; for many 
times they 'had enough co- do to get a Quorum of the Council (which 
can confift of no lefs than nine) on theſe days that were ſet apart Bo 
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the Clergy {in effec, it was no wonder though ordinary Stomachs 
had ſome kind of loathing torit) and then his Lordfhip was in a\ftrange 
pickle, and you would have (ecn ſtrange rurning of Macers through 
the City, calling them 'from_ their Lodgings. But let me. retuan to 
my Thread again. + | if £7 
Within a few days, the Council found it would make tedious work 
to have them all cited at the Allvocates Inflance, therefore they took a; 
ſhorter method 3 it was the inviting and allowing the Pariſhioners 
and Hearers of ſuch Miniſtcrs as had not obeyed, to cite them. before 
the Council. This is the great purpoſe of that Proclamation, dated 
Auguſt 16. mentioned before. The Clauſe is: this: As alſo that ſuch 
Minifters who have not read the Proclamation, and prayed —— may be depri- 
ved of their Benefices. The Lords of His Majeſties Privy. Council d5 
invite and allow the Pariſhioner--and Hearers of ſuch Miniſters to cite 
them before the Privy Council, &c. | 
* This Proclamation ſerved two purpoſes; firſt, it made quicker diſ- 
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ho k iows but the Eccleſiaſtical Vi- 
fitations, when they fit, will all theſe Libels as ſufficiently pro- 
veiy already, ſeeing they were before the Privy Council, and Sentence 
followed upon them? And God knows what other Fruits the keeping, 
of them" may produce ! But certainly it had looked much liker to fair: , 
dealing, It had been more generous, and worthy of Gentlemen, if the. 

Council, (keing they were not to dip in theſe matters) had_diſchar- 
ecd them to be libelled, and ſuffered no more to: be brought | before 


' them, thin what they were to' try. and judge of.” | 
| = One 
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One would thipk,,now- the Courſe was quick SOug againſt- the 
Clergy 3. yet within. ſome other .few- days, .it was found not to be ex+ 
pedite enough” neither. In many Pariſhes there were none who-would 
purſue their Miniſters; and þefides, it. was ſomewhat expenſive for the 
Lieges to raiſe Summons before the Councit ; wherefore- =- 
A further ſtep was made, a thizxd Proclamation was. ordered, intitu- 
led, Fer citing Miniſters, who bave wot prayed for their Majeſties, and da- 
ied Auguſt 22 3, whereby (that with the greater Expedition, and the 
leaſt Expence to the Lieges, the former Proclamations might attain 
_ "their intendedidelign and fe ) Invitation and Allowance were again 
; given, not only to the © Pariſhioners and Hearers of the difobedienc 
Miniſters, but a!ſo ro the Heretors of theſe Pariſhes (though: living at 
never fo great diſtance) and the Sheriffs and their Deputes, and Ma- 
giltratcs of Biirghs, and the Members of the Current Parliament with- 
in their reſpeRive Bounds, to caple cite ſuch Miniſters before the Coun- 
cil, and Warrand was granted to Mcfſengers at Arms, for citing them, 
and ſuch'Witncles as were neceflary y and thar the Expedition might 
be greater yet, a Meſſenger's delivering a Copy of this Proclamation, 
either in Print or Writ, ſigned by his Hand, to each Miniſter that 
ſhould be cited by him to any Tuefday or Thurſday, (theſe, two days 
of every Week were (et apart intirely for that purpoſe ). fix days after , 
the Citation, for all on this ſide the River Tay, and fourteen days oy 
all beyond the faid River, &c. And further it was declared, that th 
faid Proclamation was without prejudice of any Citations already gi- 
ven, or to be given, cither upon the former Act of Council, , or .upon 
Warrands from the Council-Board, Have ye not enough of Expedi- 
tion now in all Conſcience? Yet to make all ſurcr Qill 3 and becauſe 
they were finding that ſeveral had -complied whom they were willing 
to have turned out, but had no ſhadow. of Law to do it by3 
At the :inſtigation of the Presbyterian Miniſters, Elders and: Pro- 
feſfors,( as it felf words it.) vpon-the Twenty fourth of Azga/t, forth - 
' comes another Proclamation -for a General. Faft, to be kept on two 
Lord's Days., viz. on this ſide. the Tay, Sept. 15. on the other fide, 
Sept. 22. No queſtion it was deſigned for a choaking morſel ; for per- 
haps you never.ſaw any. thing like it. That it requized Chriſtians to 
faſt on the Lord's Day, ( though that was harſh enough, no ways fitted 
for a tender Stomach, and would have gone yery ill down with Ter- 
tulian himſelf, as much as he was for Faſting ) was the thing. lealt 
nauſeous about it, except the bad:Grammar, and the good Stock of _ 
great Nonſenſe that was ir it: for in _ ( belides what VEE 
, 2 c 
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rive to the preſent State of AF irs) it not only unminiſitred, but even 
unchriſtened the whole Regular TErdy: and 'thele who owned: them ; 
and expreſly bore, that God for'a long time ( fince the Reflitution-of 


Epiſcopacy no doubt ) had reſtrained the [preſence of his Spizit, in the 
Converſion of Souls, &'c. And this Proclamation was: to'be read twice, 
_ and the Faſt to be kept once, in every Church and Meeting-Hauſ: 
Within the Kingdem. Now to the ſucceſs. a | | 
What wonder though theſe Twin Proclamations ( for ſo may call 
them, confidering how ſhort the interval' was between” their-Dates 
wrought ſtrange feats amongſt the poor Clergy? as indeed they did: 
for many who (with hard Gripings) had «got the Proclamation of the 
Thirteenth of April digeſted, could not yet get that for. the: Falt for- 
cd over their Throats, particularly I could name two of the Miniſters 
of Edinburgh, who the very next Weck were deprived for it, 'And' the 
. other Proclamation was pretty good at citing thoſe-who had'refuſ.d 
fo give Obedience, as you _miy gueſs by its. Nature, Yet I, muſt con- 
fels it has not done all the skaith it might, as you ſhall-hear anon, 
although ic-wrought Wonders, of a right firange Addreſs : for by. vir- 
eve of it, . when Tome Miniſters, far Noxth, in Murray, or Bawf,, or 
ſomewhere thereabout, were Cited and Corpeared, bat were; like to 
Find the Diet deſerted, becauſe no Accuſer appeared againft them; by 
 wireue of ic (1 fay ) upon that occalion, the Laird of Brody, one, of 
the Privy Council, being a Member. of the Current Parliamcnt, repre- 
fenting that Shire where theſe Miniſters liv'd, came to the'Bar where 
' they were ſtanding, and f{mil'd, *and told them, he would be their 
Accuſer, and was as good as his Word, "and then Tept into*his- Seac 
at the 'Table-again, and - voted for their privation. * And fo come 
xo the end of my Hiftory, when I have told you that chus ir ſtands 
_. with the Scottiſh Clergy at preſent. Weis. I £0 
_ All our Biſhops are turn'd out, and their Order' aboliſhed by-A& of 
- Parliament, dated Fxly 5. Their whole Benefices for the Year 16'S 9, 
- are taken from them by publick Proclamation.” The Number of Pres- 
" byters within the Kirigdom, may be'about 900 and 40 or 50, orſo; 
of theſe, about 3oo are turn'd out by Tumult and Rabblez*and-+their 
tpalſion is (as to the moſt part) juſtified; and (as to the rcR;) con- 
niv'd at by the Governmentz about 200; are. deprived by "Sentence 
of the Privy Council. Thoſe who continue intheir Stations (being 
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- the lefler half.) may be: ſubdivided into two Categories, A great ma- 
"ny have giv'n no Obedience yet, and have efcap'd, by the Uiftance 
they live at from Ebinburgh and Fanaticiſm, or becauſe no _ Yo 
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would ſave no Man; for the Refolution' was; that.none '© "the Epiſ- 


copal Clergy {honld be ſpared, "This 1 know: to be of certain truth :- 
Befides, the Council lately. were beginning to. let ſo muchi'out: For- 
when ſome Miniſters in Argyle:ſbire (who Preach in Irifh,, by;Conſe- 
quence, whoſe Places:cannat be, fo. ealily-hpplycd, whom therefore 
they were not earneſt_ to lay. aide for altogether,).were before” them 3+ 
though they made-rhemthe ;gracious Offer, made co few or none be-- 
fore,. that they-ſh>ald;b- continued in their. Miniſtry, upon. their yer: 
obeying the Proclamation, yet they would not allow them their own: 
Churches; The ſccret of the matter is; .all-muſt-be, once ont, tone" 
muſt-enjoy their Benefices, . by virtue "of a Preſeatation- from &Patron;. 
,and.a'Collation from .a,Biſhop.z if any, ſhall be permitted- hereafter co- 
bear, Office 3 they muſt come in upon the new Found,” that's to.beiere- 
ed” after the; Presbyrerian Model. _ ThisI am told the:Stafeſmen are 
clear for: But, then the Kirck-men muſt- have: their-Ternis too, and: 
what they may be, I attrnot he who can Divine. "Presbytery,  Presby-- 
tery in Folio muſt be one; perhaps the, Covenant may be another : And: 
God knows what” purgative Doſes, thote who have ever liv'd: under 
'Epiſcopacy muſt take, re, they can, be admitted into ſuch: a pure 
Society.: I, doubt. -it would, puzzle :Mr. 'Salathiel Stiff-collar himſelf; 
your-fatnous Engliſh Mountebank, totell beforchand what the! Recipe: 
may be: This'is certain, - OS + ALLE TL Erle gy 

No. Compliances any-of the Conform'd- Clergy have yet made, have 
brought! them ſo mucti-as._ one” Inch nearer to a Reconciliation. with 
the Presbyterians: Some have, been: at- work: enough to- get-| their: 
Countepance;,. particularly, Dofor. Robinſon, and Mr. Mg/come,; two 
of the Minifters" of Edinbitrgh : They have Preach'd once. and again 
againk. the Pride-of Prelates, and the Corruptions:of the Church, &c. 
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d-again to _ Presbyterian Clubs, intrearing ry might be LA 
ed Jato their Fellowſhip, and to fit- in their-Presbyteries 3 and they 
ve uſed'all Arts for ing belief that they arc: in carncſt 3 for in- 
Nance, they are bach ax. hw of: the Cathedral of Soph, ; 
the Biſhop pays to-cach. of them ten-pound Sterl. per anmm.: Through, . 
the long, (urceaſe of Juſtice that has been in the Kingdorn, ill þe $1 
:his;. Loxd(hi had got, none. of :the Reyenue for the Year £8, and 
wanted .n Sa to. doubt fever he; ſhould have it; fo chels. Fees 
for that Year were reſting 3;\ wherefore' in- Auguft: or September laſt, 
they purſued him, joyntly, before the Bailiffs of Edinburgh, .C no com- 
petent Judges). mercly to.ca{t dirt upon him, that hotels "they might 
ingratiate” themſelyes ; wi ;the Godly zyet all has not'prevail'd; they 
find che Party  inexorable;* By what is ſaid, -methigks you may now 
ke, a.-tolerable: judgment 'of the Ticatwent the $ tiſh Clergy, have 
'Wer FA hey, oraxe like to mect with hereaf ; 
remains yet to be done, viz. to fay ſomething i in Via 
OM of 10S Epiſcopal Clergy: men. who have been. ſo- treated, and 
t0-account ſome; way. far their Lives and Abilitics: 1 know there 
are (iran things talk'd of them in England, for' befides that the” 
Ptince | of, Orange laſt . Year, declared chem ;generally ſcandalous: and , 
Ignorant, ( as was-/noted before ) the good- Party- have long” 7 
and (ill: have, their Infzuments, buke ,. printing and publiſhing odd 
Stories of them... So that perhaps; Six, you':may be as.carneſt to un» - 


_ derſtand- what. can. be ſaid on.that Head, . as any thing. I have' yet diC-: 


patched, But I-might with-good-zcaſon dilappoint you, -and:mike thats 
the Panel part. of my task 3 "indeed two. or three Sentences mights 
exve.z" tor 
It wight be ſufficient to ſay, that general Indi&ments ought ſtill to 
> for Calumnies, and the. proper defence-is, to tell. they{are broad 
ies... Let -their Enemies condeſcend upon the particular: Per | 
axticular Crimes. that's the :way- to find Guilt3 and. whoever 
, ha 5 till chat 3 fone is-pear of Kin to. an- unjuſt 
"Dare they for their, hearts pronounce all ignorant? or all 
lous?-:0 Wy Sr lect or alt crroneous?; or. all of a perſecur 
r? It the! dats, I hope, they are bound to-make it | 
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by can Gi, FR | _*Y 
The Churchy of tendon Das C bloetion, as neviged er "00 
ly fo well provided. with: Paſtors3" a ar" the 'the - beginnting of ja 
Perſecu;inn : *Tis-true;'* ſhe has" fometimes" had tine! Sotis ; ſuch 
PoRor Forbes, Dodtor Baron, 2; more Eminent for Learniy b 
perhaps. any" of -the-preſevt Generation wilt pretend to: ind tu 
Church is there inthe. World, wherein every day,” extraordinary 'L 
are+to be found ?*It cannine-be denied meſtſws; that"there+ 
us ſome of-but-ordinary Parts 3' but in what Churelwwas iffeveroth 
wiſe ? 4t; pore be rug thing;"if the por cold'Climn X- nds 
could flillafford a ind Auguſtines or Atquinas's1, "196 
may þ: ſome, -whoare not ſo- ©'>y yn ES fice” with 
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a ſuitable Converſation, as they ought to be + 'Bat/what _ —_ wh 
Oar Saviour hi If had one, To. of Twelve inhist , 
Country-is ic where all che Clergy-Men are Sajnes? A 
ſay it -over /  th&©hurch of Scortand was thever ſe well ſl plan 
generally, ſinte the Reformation, as'it was # Year age! © Thisis'3-P 
palition; brews 1 conf: {6;/cannot. t bedemonſirated o, b _ —", | 
litting in his: Changes as to convince the Obſtinacte&o1 nib 

faction to as ers, - But o' far as 't - ofi-thact 
done: very: briefly, in anſwering ch8- Ch 265 Comm ant Ts > | 
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ſome Univerſity, and commenc'd Maſter of Arts; and- generally none 
are admitted to Tryal for being Probationers, till after that Commence- 
ment they*have been-four or tive Years Students in Divinity. The 
Method of that Tryalis commonly this; The Candidate gets firſt a 
Text preſcrib'd him, on which he makes a Homily before ſome Presby - 
teryz *then he has an. Exegelis in Latin, on ſome common Head, (or.. 
dinarily ſome Popiſh Concroverlie ) and ſuſtains Diſputes upon it : 
Aﬀter this he is tryed as to his Skill in the Languages 'and Chrono- 
logy 3 he is likewiſe obliged to anſwer (' ex tempore ) any Qucfiion 
in Divinity, that” ſhall be propoſed to him by any Mcmber' of che 
Pte: bytery. This is called the"Queſiionary Tryal : then he has that 
which we call the. Exerciſe and Addition 3 that is, (as it is in-moſt 
Presbyteries) one-day he muſt Analize and Comment upon -a Text, 
for half an hour or (o, to ſhew his Skill in Textual, Critical, and Ca- 
ſaiftick Theology 3: and another day for another half hour, he diſcour- 
ſes again by drawing pra&ical Inferences, &*c. to ſhew his Abjlicics 
that way too: And then laſtly, he muſt make a popular Sermon'; ( [ 
believe you have ſcarcely ſo ſevere Tryals in England ) all this'done, 
the Presbytery conſiders whether it -be fit. to recommend” him to the 
Biſhop for a Licence'to Preach, ( and many have I known remitted to © 
their Studies 3) if they find him qualified, ard recommend him, he 
gets his Licence, -he commences Probationer for the Miniſtery, and 
commonly" continues ſuch for two, three, four, or more Years there- 
after, till he is preſented to ſome Benetice ; then he paſſes over apain 
through all the foreſaid ſteps of Tyal, and more accurately, -before' he 
is Ordained: | What greater Scrutiny would you deſire, as to point of 
Knowledge? 'But-belides- that, 1 have ſomething: more to. tel] you; 
it is, EY © , 
That generally,*ſfince the Reftitution of -Epiſcopacy, our Divines 
'bave had better Edvication, &c. been put on better Methods of Study 
than ever they were before. They have learned to lay afide' Preju- 
dices, anditrace Truth :ingenuouſly, and embrace it where 'theyfind 
it.” -With our Predeceſlors, eſpecially in the Times of Presbytery, 
the Patch Divinity was only in Vogue. "Their Common-place-men 
were- the great Standards , and are {o {till to that Party, and who-. 
ever_Gepid alide' one, hairs breadth from their- Poſitions, 'was forth- 


: $ : 


with an Heretick. But the preſent Generation, after the way of England, 
take the Scriptures for their Rule; and the Ancients and right Reaſon 
for Guides,.for finding the Genuine Senſe / of:that Rulez by which 
Method, in my Opinion, they are come to have' their Principles and 

Thoughts 


T5] 
Thoughts farbetter:Tigeſted. - For Evidence of this,” be pleaſcd to know, 
Sir, that 'upon-the: Reſtinition of Epiſcopacy, Hnno 1 662. thete were 
fix hundred Good, 'who:-kept their: Stations,. and conformed, Theſe 
were not only generally:of Presbyterian Education, but likewiſe, for 
the'moſt part,- the'ableft Men who were then in Office: There 'are'ma- 
ny of: theſe Men yct alive..: Now, if this Experiment were made, if 
theſe Men, who had-that Presbyterian Education, were examined upon 
their Skill and Principles'in Divinity and if again, thoſe who: have 
had the Poſterior Education were likewiſe-trycd 3 could lay an even 
Wager, if were much/provok'd, would: ventare'three to one, all in- 
genuous and impartial'Judges, ſhould: determine in'favor of the latter 
Sort, and. confeſs that they have: clearer and more diſtin&_Idea's of 
* things, and underſtand the Chriſtian Philoſophy: better. -In-a. word, 
Fil affirm it confidently, that Philoſophy was neyer underſtood” bert- 
ter, nor never Preached better in Scotland, than it has been theſe twen- 
ty Years by-gone. {© 096-/ pOR US 
{ muſt contefs,: it was'never lels praiſed : but for that we may thank 
the Presbyterians : : Do not think this a Slander for if they (during 
their twenty four Years Ulurpation, 8. e. from Thirty cighttfl Sixty ewo 
incluſive ) had not made:many things, ſuch as Rebellion and Presbyte- 
ry Fare Divine; if they hed not baffled Peoples Credulity, by making 
all the Extravagances of .the'late Times, God*s own Work, and” the 
Cauſe of Chriſt; ' ee.” And'if 'they had 'not made it theirchief work ever 
fince'3 to create and cheriſh Diviſions and Schiſms among us,” ant keep 
up a Party for themſelves, by all means poſfible: I'doubt not, the Go- 
ſpel'( with God*s'Blefling .) would haye had more defirable Succeſs, than 
it has had in this Kingdom. What a pernicious thing is'it, needleſly 
to break the Unity, and difiurb the Peacetof a Church! T have often 
thought on. that ſaying of Ireneus Lib. 4. adver. Hereſ. Cap. 62. Nulla- 
ab in ( ſchiſmaticis ) tanta fieri poteſt correptio, quanta eſt Schiſmatis perni- 
ciesz and the more I think on it, I find Hill the more of Important - 
Truth init :- And believe it,” Sir, if ever there was a Se, fince Chriſt 
came into the World, to whom thatFathers words in that Came Cha- 
pter. were- applicable, they are,” C only one thing excepted )) to our 
Scotch Presbyterians. Suant utilitatem potins- confiderantes, quam Unita- 
tem Eccleſie  propter modicas &* quaflibet Caſas, magnum &* gloridſum 
Corpus Chriſti conſcindunt. & dividunt, ' & quantum in ipfis eſt interfici- 
wnt; pacem loquentes ( here it only fails ) & bellum operanites ; vere li- 
quantes Culicem, & Camelum tranſgintientes. By their Diviſions,chey 
_ have {till kept up ſuch Rancors mw Animoſities amongſt us; that 
"p14551 : . the 


the Meek; (Calm, Gentle, Peaceable: Spirit 66 Chriſtianity, could-gee 
no. footing. - And how can the Religion: flouriſh without that? 
by. their bold caticaling all . their. unaccquitable Freaks, in the! late 
Times £{ as 1 aid ). to. God's Authority, and; abuſing his Holy Word 
to juſtific them 3 they loſt all the-Credit-of:thie Miniſtety. For ſorſoon 
as Peoples Eycs opened, and: they began rag a0rov/ bg ar had 
been--plaid in the Pulpits 3 eſpecially tnder ſuch-high-Pretenfions: to 
Godlineſs, they look*d-upon the Sacred Office: of the Miniſtery ( and 
continue to do fo ever fince_)- as a mere Impoſtare 3+ {o- that+chough 
we are at never (o much pains to-perſuade and: convince-3-iyet our La- 
bors are not regarded, and if they be. not that, how car they berſucceſs- 
ful?-I know.you'll think: this-a-Digreſſion. Be it ſo, could not. help: 
ie, I have fuch firong: Impreſſions: of the Truth of the thing,.. that-I -* 
could not forbear to tell it you." . | tion bg FO th 
. What ] have ſaid, methinks, may paſs for a good enough Account - 
of the Abilities of the Confoxm'd Clergy : Yet I have'one thing. more 
to. add, I-wilt not Recriminate, nor :go [to tell our: Presbyterian; Bre- - 
thren back again, that of all Men alive they ought to: have been the _ 
laſt, for charging us with Ignorance. But this 1- will undertake for ; | 
let them out of theix whole Number: within the Kingdom, chulſe five, 
fix, ſeven 3 or what Number. they pleaſe, and the. Epiſcopal Glergy 
ſhall be content that even out of the: Dioceſe of Glaſgow, (that Dio- 
ceſe which fo much pains. has been taken 'to- make Infamous.-for its 
Tgnorance ) the like Number. be choſen, for debating all-the Points 
in Controverſic between us, before any ſufficient and impartial Judge 
in Chriſtendom ; And is not this enough ad bomrines 2 -But -1: have | 
dwelt too long upon this. firſt Charge 3 and\ muſt make. amends in 
what follows. - | | 27 ITE 
. The fecond thing is .Immorality, we axe generally Scandalous as 
well as Ignorant : But [ doubt, if amongſt all the Epiſcopal Clergy in 
Seotland, they ſhall finda Match for their own Mr. Williamſon : Let them: 
'ſhew me @ Man that plaid ſuch Tricks while a Miniftcr, and was fo little 
challeng'd, as he is, by his Brethren.. Not co mention how.:( for all his 
Lewdneſs ) he is nowa-Leading Man of the Party, and' was lately one 
of their Commitſtoncrs at Londox. Indeed, Sir, what greater pains can be 
taken either to keep or to purge out ſcandalous Men from being of the 
Clergy, than our Conſtitution. preſcribes? After any Man is preſent- 
ed to a Benefice, before he is cither Collated, or put in Orders ; an- 
Edict is read. publickly, before the whole Congregation, in the:Church 
where he is to be ſettled; requiring and inviting the Heritors,-or _y 
within. 


_— - Do vno Have any « 
it on ſuch'a ſhop, 
- any Blemiſh/be- found fg S 9% Qed: And for. thoſe,q 
toy tend be ard the we Be Þ > is apy xy 
cipline ary where that. in . Seulond.- © lea Crime proven: -a- 
gainlt\ any. has its Puniſhment: e. . £+ One an of. Drunkennels, clear- 
ly made out, *will Suſpend him 5 and two. ( thought. ſome, Years in- 
—_— betwixt cliem Y\-are kuffcient | to. Depoſe. him, .and  Deprive 
him for cver- + 

But need- not dwell 'on theſe things: $ Your Biſhop of $ lirkuey, Be. 
are he pieglin, x To ho 7 £m m; ſure he has told it in 
many things as unfcatonably ) 'tha n Lighton was was Commenda- 
tox of Glaſgow, ' and*he himſelf Profeſſor of Divivity..there 3 the Cla- 
mor 'about the: Ignorance and Immoralities of the Clergy of chat, TP) 
ceſe was ſuch;'that*the ſaid Commendator tum'd. very carne. 
ic/purged : That for: this ends he yn es and invited all {noch t 
accuſe their Paſtors; and: n Fawn diqments they pleas'd. | 
them 3 that this was not done {crimply neither,. nor out of mere. 
buciif there'was any Pattidlity,” it. # oy "again the Minitter : And w 
after-all that how many were found worthy of D ?. only one 
( as I'am told) of ſome, hundreds} a and hg" too, not: without. grea 


ſuſpicions of Injuftice; -\*Dr. Burnet Burnet, | fay, .can tell.all chis if he pleaſes; 
for:no 'Man was deeper, 'that” Tnquifition than hicaſelf, bring. one of 
the Commeridators chief CounſclJors and Inftryments.. And pu ena t 


when'both hall done whatthey could, they were forced: to- confeſs. ct 
Clergy were tjur'd; and-it was nothing but. the Spirit. Fana cll 

which made the Prople: fo unkind, to. them, and minh Ng 
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Epichets of Scandalous and Ignorant then, by what Conſequence can 


4 


they be applicable to them now, when perhaps the Third Man' is not 


there now, who was there then ? But to go on. 


ks : 


- * The Third thing is Negligence 3 but how can hat be cither? There's 


no fuch'thing as Non-refidence, or Pluralities in.;uſe in Scotland: Eve- 
ry Prerbyter is cenſurable, who is two Sundays 1 "aaa from his Church, 
without Licence from his Ordinary; and generally we Preach twice eve- - 
ry Lord's Day, through the whole Kingdom. But Negligence is like Ig- 
norance 3 it will be hard to find that definition of Negligence, which 
will be able to juſtific ſuch a general Perſccution,. as I have already ac- 

The Fourth is Error : But how ſhall that be trycd ? But, 1 think, 1 
can eaſily give you SatisfaQion, Sir, as to taat matters it is by telling 
you, that I know not ſo much as one amongſt us, who could not livg in 
Communion with your Church of Exgland, and ſubſcribe her., Thirty 
Nine Articles. . *Tis true indeed, there be many, whoAare no ways -/in- 
clined to be every day talking .to their People. of God*s Decrees, and 
Abſolate Reprobation, and Juſtitication by, Faith alone -in the-Presby- 
terian Senſe, ang ſuch like Dorines z, they think their Hearers may. be 
much more*dified by Sermons, that explain the true Nature of Evange- 
lical Faith, the Neceſtity, of Repentance, and the Indiſpenfibility: of -a 
Goſpel- Obedience, &c. And what Error is there Here? | 

But the laſt thing is that we haye been, great Perſecutors 3, grant ito _ 
be true, ſare I am, by this time we are paid home pretty well in our 
own Coin; and'God of his Infinite Mercy grant unto us all, that we 
may exerciſe a\true Chriſtian Patience, under our preſent Sufferings: And 
that they may work a better Temper in us, than it ſcems their pretended 


_Perſecutions have wrought in our Adverſarics. Sure Iam, *tis no where 


Written in the Goſpel, that Suffering for Chriſt may laudably end: in 
Malice and Revenge, and the horrideſt Barbarities. Buthow can it be pro- 
ven, that we were fuch Perſecutors? Dare any Man fay, that the Seve- 
ritics againſt the Presbyterians, ſince the Reſtitution of Epiſcopacy, have 
been near ſo great, as the Severities againſt, the Epiſcopal Party,;were, 


during the Reign of Presbytery ? Dare any Man ſay, that the Presbyte- 


rians have ſuffcred any thing for Conſcience ſake.theſe twenty ſeven. - 

Years by-paſt ? Remember what I cold you, not far from the begin- 

ning of this Letter. *Tis true indeed, the: State found there were a 

number of People of ſuch ſeditious and. ungovernable Tempers, . that 

chey could not be well kept from breaking out daily into open Rebellions: 

Therefore they made Laws for keeping them low, and-curbing _ 
| | an 
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2nd-who can blame'this? *Tis alſo true, ſome: of theſe Laws obliged the * 
Clergy to give an Account of. thoſe of chat [Temper,-wh> -lived -or: 
haunted in their Pariſhes: And could they Top: with -the Government 
and diſobey Law, when the Obedience required, was fo reaſonable ?, 
Belides, believe it,Sir,the'Clergy did as little that way;as was poſſible for 
themz 'and I can make it good, when ever. Lam put toit.; That where 
one was purſued: upon' their Informations, twenty were befriended by 
their Interceſſions ; 'A ſignal Inſtance whereofiI learn'd: not long ago 
it was in September laſt, when the Deprivations-for Non»compliance 
. were very frequent. . Amongſt 'the- reſt one. Mr.. Chiſholm Minitter at 
Lilly, was cited at the Inſtance of one Sir Fobn Riddel of - me 
Miniſter had given no Obedience, and fo was very ſoon difcuſs'd: And 
when Sir Fobx and he were juſt a coming from the Bar 3 -where he had 
ſtood: his Acculer, and heard his Sentence 3: he: told. him, | before a gaod 
many Witneſles, that he confeſs'd he held his Life and Fortune of him - 
CC —_ he would never have treated him ſo as he had done, if it 
had not been matcer of Confcience to him. What do ye think of a Pres- - 
byterian Conſcience? 1 could give.you/an hundred more ſuch Inſtances, 
for indeed it has -been obſerved- generally all along, that: thoſe have 
been the greateſt-Enemies to the Clergy, to. whom they had done the. 
beſt Offices, - it would require a great deal of Work to make you uns - 
derſtand this Head-of Perſecution fully, and therefore I'll break it..off : 
and tell you only briefly. that, | Ny 
If evex you come to-anderſtand the flate of our Aﬀairs diltinaly, you 
will find, our Ignorance. lies mainly in our. being. unacquainted with 
the Principles of Sellſtion, and the 'Fus Divinune of Presbytcry 3. our, 
Scandal, in our-being ſogenerally. look*d upon as nothing fond of Change. 
and Revolution : Our Negligence, in-parting with oug Benetices rather. 
than our Conſciences; - our Erroneouſneſs, in adhering ſo tubbornly to. 
the Principles laid down in Scripture, and maintain'd by the Primitive. 
Chrittians 3 and. our itch for perſecuting Diſſentess to lic. chiefly in our. 
Inclinations,- to. live and behave. as 'becomes good Subjects 3 or, if. ye 
would have it ſhorter -weare ignorant, ſcandalous, negligent, erroneous, 
inſufficient Perfecutors 3 or. whatever Men-pleaſe to call us, becauſe we, 
are not Presbyterians. | tk: 24 SY, 
That's truly the matter ; and therefore we are now made to ſuffer fo 
ſeverely, not only by bang fo coonted; our Perfons. and Privileges, as 
I have-briefly accounted 3, but alſo. by being ſo robb'd' of our Reputat!-. 
ons, and: loaded: with Reproaches:-and all this too, .under 'pretence + 
to ſecure<he Protefiant Religion, and make theſe Kingdoms PT: 
| | arc 
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” Fdare not Kall:you, how wiuch 1 am tetnpted, when T refle@ 6n al 


together, -ro-a5k you ſome anfaſhionable Queſtions, ſuch as theſe 45 © 


that to ſeeure the Proteſtant Religion, .when Men muſt cither-Suffer, 
or part with the moſt diſtinguiſhing Charadters;- and-moſt undoubted 
Principles of the Proteſtant-Religion? Is the rendering ſo many Prote- 
cant Miniſters, uſeleſs and: miſerable 3 - becauſe they will not play Fe- 
<ſiaitifſh Tricks, the way to fecure Proteſtant Religion? Is there no other 
way to ſecure the Proteſtant Religion; but to tranſaccident/it ( pardon 
the word, *tis as good as Tranſubſiantiate ) into a pretence' for juſtify- 
--iog all the Injurics can- be done to-our Spiritual-Fathers® Is there no 
other way to make a Kingdom Happy, but by making downright ha- 
- yock of the Clergy in ir? Cannot a' Kingdom be-Happy unleſs God's 
.Portion be cicher turn'd out of their FunQions tn it, or run the hazard 
--of being turn'd -out of his favor, -and excluded his Eternal Kingdom ? 
Theſe and twenty more-ſuch Queftions, -I ſay, T am firotigly tempred 
--to ask you, but'I forbear :*-Only before I contlade, oo oy 

As aid before, -I-will not recriminate with our Presbyterian 'Bre- 
thren, I will not go to tell them back again, that they are Ignorant 
or Scandalous, &c: I will not treat them ſo uncivilly as to'throw back 


- their Dung in their own Faces ;-T am not forid of ſuch *Retaliations. 


-Biit this I-will fay,- if they plant the Church of Scotland, fo well as it 
wasPplanted, when the Prince'of Orange came to England,” fo long as he 
"lives 3 if, for all their Pretenſions co the Spirit, the Goſpel be Preached 
ſo purely, {o rationally,” and fo difintcreſtedly under their Government, 
as 1t has been'by the:Epiſcopal Clergy theſe many Years by-gone ; 'if . 
ever the State have Peace, or the Church Fro a'\Settlement ; if 
ever our King fitiſecurely on'his Throne, or Ceſar havethe things that 
are Ceſar's: If ever the Church of England ( as little as ſhe has been - 
- . concerned hitherto in her Siſter's Aﬀi@ions ) -watit-a Horn in her 
fide, or be -ſecurd apainſt Attempts for her: Ruin 3 and 'if ever 
there be Peace, or Order, -or defirable Concord 3 if ever Animoli- 
ties, Diviſions, Contentions, -and' ſuch other Plagues of Humane! So- 
ciefy, and Chriſtian Unity be wanting at home, 'fo long' as their' Dogon; 
_ arids in the Temple 3 *Experience has deceiy'd mie,” arid* Phave 'mi- 
flaken my Meaſures. . 
' --Thus, Sir, you have a (brief Proſpe&-of the prefent State 'of the 
Sconiſh Clergy, fuller by much than at firſt I intended, 'perhaps-thma 
you ate pleaſed with, and'ye may think it redious : But -Þacknowledge 
Ihave that Weakneſs; 1 have not-the Faculty of diſpatching things 
ſo ſmoothly, and-ſo ſhortly, @s poſſibly your Pakte would require: 

4 But 
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but:my- Apology :is;peady : Fhave omitted anchundred things; proper - 
the length of this weary-you, . yoit ſhall not be {o' troubled again: For 
thele Reaſons expeRing your Pardon, Fam, &e 
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© ny. things proper to: have been: inſerted : L could” calily juſtific-. 
&. it, /by .giving you. another every whit as long and' full 'of mat- 
tcx of Fae as it was: particularly I could give you a great" many - 
more Infiances of Miniſters, who. received hard meaſure from the © 
Council ; ſuch as Pitcaixn of Logie,, who was Deprived, though theſe 
eight or nine Years by-gone he -has. been' intirely diſabled for the Pul- 
pit,-t Old Age and Infirmity, and has beert obliged fo main- 
tain an Aſſiftant.  Fonkive at  Abernetby, upon his not "appearing the 
very.. Minute he was firſt” called, though he kept the Day preciſely , 
to-which. he was cited, and; was preſent about Twelve of the Clock, - 
and had the Forth. to croſs that Morning 3 and the Council at that 
time uſed to fit as well after as before Noon, for Depriving Miniſters, 
F alioner, a Miviſter 1n- Mwrray., notwithſtanding he pleaded: for him- 
ſelf, that- the Loxd.,Dundee was: his Hearer:that day on which. the Pro- 
clamation was ordered to be read; that it was cafie to conjeQture. 
what might have. been. his hazard, had he read it in his hearing; that 
aftes that, he had prayed publickly for King V#/tiam and Queen Mary: 


| Told-you-in- the Concluſion of my laft, that I had cimicted'ma- - 


that if the Council ſhould yet enjoyn” him, 'hewould read the Procla- - - 


mation 3 and that for his part, he'bclieved Presbytery--was' as agree- - 
able to the Word of God, and as ſubſervient to the Ends'of Chrifli-. - 
anity as Epiſcopacy 3 and therefore was as willing to keep' bis Mi- * 
niltry under . the one as the other: but there was Original Sin in 
him he was. a Biſhop's Son, and'ſo no Mercy for him. - But Moxcrief, 
Miaiſtex at Herrio:,” his Calc. is prettieſt. of all ; he has done all Duty, | 

' | and -- 


| & 


[ 52 ] | 
and.made all Compliances, yet. his Church is diſpoſed of; and'a 'Pres- 
byterian , Preacher aCually. and | formally admitted to it. Twengy 
other Inſtances might -caſily be colle&ed, 2 UE Þtgb, 3 20Þ 

I could likewiſe tell you what Scverities have been-uſed- in turning 
Miniſters out of their Dwellings this Winter, after their Deprivation ; 
as im the Caſe of Mr. Galbraith, Miniſter at Fedbwrgh, a very Reverer d 


and Worthy Perſon. All the Gentlemen within the Pariſh Addreffed 


.to the Council in his behalf 3 proteſted they were ſorry that he was 


Deprived 3 ſupplicated that he might be permitted to.live this Winter 
in the Manſe, i.e. Parſonage-Houſe, for no body was making preten- 
Fions to it, no Presbyterian Preacher was ſcttled there, and--it was a 
TFhatch'd Houſe, it would be endamaged if it were not inhabited, if 
Fire were not kept in it, &c. But for all chat, the good Parſon was 
-forced to remove by the Council's Order. The fame was alſo the 
Caſe of Mr. Millar, Miniſter at Mſſſeburgh , and very many others. 
'Nay, (I know not-if they hayc gor their fecret InfiruRtions renewed 
:for- it ) the Rabbling Work is revived in the Weſt lately, and naw 


' they will not ſuffer the poor afflicted Miniſters, ( who were thruſt-out 


a Year. ago ).to ſtay ſo much as in that Country, though they have 
-no Money to tranſport their Families with, being refuſed payment- of 
their by-gone Stipends. So. it has fared within theſe few Days with 


"Mr. Homilton, Miniſter -at Kirkoſwald, and Irwine at Kilbride; and I 


Pl 


. am told thexe-is a Deſign to baniſh 'from that Town all who live in 


Dumfries 3 and- thoſe in Glaſgow dread the ſame likewile. 

I cannot forbear neither, to tell you what has happened lately at 
Edinburgh : -thexe are tive -or fix of the Epiſcopal Clergy in that City, 
who have given -all Qbedience 3 ſo they fill poſſeſs their Churches, 
Each of -theſe Churches has its own Utenſils, Baſons, Lavers, Char- 
.gers , Chalices , Communion-Table-Cloaths,'e&#c. all Dedicated long 


- ago by private Perſons, who lived in the reſpeive Pariſhes. A Church 


Treaſurer is choſen -yearly by the Church-Seſhons, to whom theſe 
Utenſils are concredited, and to theſe Seffions he is accountable for 
them at the Years-end. This has been -one immemorial Cuſtom 'in 
that City 3 yet the preſent Magiſtrates ( all rank Presbyterians ) would 
needs have theſe Utenſils delivered up to them 3 particularly, they re- 
quired: them of him who this Year bears the Office of Church-Trea- 
turer., ' or, which is all one, who is the Elder or Church- Warden, 
to whom the-Utenſils of that Church for this Year are entruſted; for 
that which is commonly called the Tolbooth Church; he refuſed to fur- 
render them, (and why ſhould he have done it? They were not fo 
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and.made all Compliances, yet- his Church is diſpoſed of; and's Pres- 


-byterian Preacher. aRually and ' formally admitted to it. Twengy 


Fo 
= 


other Inſtances might -caſily be collected, . | > 

I could likewiſe tell you what Scverities have been uſed in turning 
Miniſters out of their Dwellings this Winter, after their Deprivation 
as im the Caſe of Mr. Galbraith, Miniſter at Fedburgh, a very Revere: d 
and Worthy Perſon. All the Gentlemen within the Pariſh Addreffed 


.. to the Council in his behalf 3 proteſted they were ſorry that he was 


Deprived 3 ſupplicated that he might be permitted to.live this Winter 
in the Manſe,+i.e, Parſonage-Houle, for. no body was making preten- 
:Fions to it, no Presbyterian Preacher was ſcttled there, and it was a 
Thatch'd Houſe, it would be endamaged if it were not inhabited, if 
Fire were not kept in it, &c.-But for all that, the good Parſon was 
-forced to remove by the Council's Order. The ſame was alſo the 
- Caſe of Mr. Millar, Miniſter at M#ſſleburgh , and very many others, 
'Nay, (I know not-if they hayc gor their tecret InfiruRtions renewed 
for it ) the Rabbling Work is revived in the Welt lately, and naw 


' they will not ſuffer the poor afflited Miniſters, ( who were thruſt-out 


a Year ago ).to ſtay ſo much as in that Country, though they have 
no Money to tranſport their Families with, being refuſed - payment- of 
their by-gone Stipends. So. it has fared. within. theſe few Days with 
Mr. Hamilton, Miniſter -at Kirkeſwald, and Irwine at Kilbride; and I 


.- am told there-is a Deſign to baniſh 'from that Town all who live in 


Dumfries 3 and- thoſe in Glaſgow dread the ſame likewile. | 

I cannot forbear neither, to tel you what has happened lately at 
Edinburgh : -there are five -or fix of the Epiſcopal Clergy in that'City, 
who have given .all Qbedience 3 fo they fill poſſeſs their Churches, 
Each of -theſe Churches has its own Utenſils, Baſons, Lavers, Char- 
.gers , Chalices, Communion-Table-Cloaths,'&c. all Dedicated long 


- ago by private Perſons, who lived in the reſpeRive Pariſhes. A Church 


Treaſurer is choſen -yearly by the Church-Sethons, to whom theſe 
<Utenſils are concredited, and to theſe Seffions he is accountable for 
them at the Years-end. This has been -one immemorial Cuſtom 'in 
that City 3 yet the preſent Magiſtrates ( all rank Presbyterians ) would 
needs have thefe Utenſils delivered up to them 3 particularly, they re- 
quired-them of him who this Year bears the Office of Church-Trea- 
turer., ' or, which is all one, who is the Elder or Church- Warden, 
to whom the-Utenfils of that Church for this Year are «ntruftcd,; for 
that which is commonly called the Tolbooth Church: he refuſed: to fur- 
render them, (and why ſhould he have done it? They were not fo 
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4 hey wee Thiiches Pro- 
like before, and-chepee# 


than in any private Gi- 
| was ſic Prifon'3-but; he made 


Application 1 ef ho found-the thing ſo.infiriites 
' ly illegal, ties oy forchwich. ordered: ray cen 
ſuch Proceedings: 


di; 
forthe. fatire. -- [Peafcds 3 cnuy hte hide he Jy. 

- Trifle, bat there-is-more; ir it thanyou'are aware'of:: For, bclides that 

_— kava 7 rnoc tobe ooſd to are. is coped ach ating with ihe 


his prove you hn ga 
Parties Teoubleronaheom: 1and,:an 


ny /: thei HAST Pome ongrrh py apr lawrnlt coy rang on - 
ny ny, againſt them'3 «ſpecially as to-al}- theſe toes 3 

| prive bythe Council for, (as I ſaid there) the Councibnever took:no« - * 
tice of any'thing but Reading and Praying,” But what. though; Malis 

. cious Men tell falle Stories wn a. great deal:of ;Confidence -Are you - 
ſach a Stranger to the World, as- wu” to know'that Lying has+ever 


n 


been one of the chicf-Artifices by which that Partyhare carried on their 
Purpoſes? It is no. new Politick of theirs. '' could tell you! forne'of 
che vddeft: Stories that cver you. heard fince _ was born, concerning 
their:dexterity in that Art'in the late Times, | but 4 wilt trouble arr 
with.one at. preſent 3.indeed, the whole World -hould know ©. has 


fagh Peculiaticies in it-:; --; ! 


5 1Youi know how, \«fnne 1638. at the Aſſembly! of Gtoſgew, they not 


only pretcnded to'depofe the Biſhops, but even to excommunicate-ma- 


_ byof them 5:amonijgt the roft, thac mold reverend and worthy Prelate, 


Spptſwood. Axchbiſhop of St. Ladrews.  - The Senrence'of Depoſition ahd 
Emtomnmunication paſſed againftthim; was-ordered to be rca@ publitles 
byziafcer the Forenoon-Scrmeny in'dll the Churches within His Diocefs';3 
and'in'it a great many horrid Immoralitics (fuch as Incelt arid Adut- 
tery, &c.,) were amaſſed, '' Amongit many others, it was read ÞArticu- 
lafly: in'the;-Charch of Kitrinny its Fife, by Mr. Coline*Adavffithert Mi- 


_ nitter there: Beaton 'of Balfony was'm the Chareh#/at the-time,' he was 


nor a Jtle amazed. ac trarieg fuch ftrMge things chirzed opon' the 
Archbiſhop: He bad lived-many a Year in his Neighbourhood, "ke had 
been frequently/in' company. with him, but had never diſcovered fach 


' Crimes about him3 fo that he was exceedingly farprized't' But that 


was*the;leaft of itz i the-progrels of the Sentence, he heard himfelf 
n2med;-.a8'0n8:of four Witriciſes, who had-hecn exarhined apon;Oath, 
and byotheir:Teftimonieshad proven theſe things agaih(t him. This 
aſtoniſhed HimeQuice,for'jt was-«not' only notorious ro/ af the Netgh- 

bourhood,” that, during the whole time that famous Afﬀcmbly fate! he 


 wasnotatGlaſgow, but ill at home, but-no-body knew it berter than 
- . Mr. Adam himfelt'; for he had not'enlybeen higconflant Auditor every 
| Sunday, but he hadTeen him (or mighthave doneit) every Day,” there 


being but a very ſhort diftance '(perhaps not ewo'hiindred Paces) be - 
twixt their Dwellings. In effeR, it pat the Gentleman ir fiich dif. 
order, that he had-well nigh ſtopped the Miniſter's reading any fur* 
cher; if his Father, who was by him, had not hifider'd' him, telling. 
him, he- would ruin himfſels However, afterthey- came our,” ke chal-v 
lknged the Miniſters who caſtly confeſſed, he knew" it was-z Lye; but 
pretended, he behoved to-read? it, in Obedience to! Authority. And 

what might he not-havedone after that? TFell'me,: Siry Was not"this © 
a well affuared Wickedne(ſs Þ This Paſſage 1 have from Perſons of great 


Integrity, yet alive, who told me, they had it ewenty times from | Bet« 
- ton's own'\Mouth-z and it is but one of a thouſand, as good, if 1 could 


beat the pains-to-colle&'them: Pie frander (tall we what-we pleaſe) 
. have 
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Zamdene gnod-Surices nd-been.exccllent Chriſtian Toe their tim: 
for garying-on the Gavd Old Gomlp-.\ Buy 6 wanhnt Soheny Owe qu 
me go ac] Solon - Pragbyt wart Fneſty2 cheſs twelve of 
fourccen. Months 57-ganc affos ty enough 16 all Gonſ ſciences This | 
to inſtance but. in.two prthree 


"What Effrentery gu uſed )aſt Ne at gs 7; running Jown all 
the, Accounts: were. lent u concerning, the. Perlecution.gf the .Weltern 
. Clergy, as. 1 told.you] bet: q? Such, ingrain'd [mpudef ce (had; it not 


been {cen and felt). I had be 'ved,, .ncither have come from Hcl, 
nor It, $ Ne .Staple-- ors for that Commodigy.. 

W lations of; uths, -what confident Aflertions, what printed 
Paptis a? we for King. Zames's being dead at, Breſt ,jn March laſt? . 1rc- 
member,.che p ie wy af Feds one FIPS Sens: a whole EMEſMGs 
houſe with 4. 


With what. 


Clanns,. comi in ak, y to *— the hy Hd of King irs o yer | 


's death 3 though eths, Kingdom 
knows, not ſo mucti as one, 50e ſy to, t AT very And, whe 


cafs 0 hating Mer 


1 zemxmber, ſome jb ele pany wo Ki PR a went 9,00 Lak 


texnoon toa Presbyterian Coffee-houle, called for.the News book, caftup 


the Account of the Jrifs killed by.themz and aſter. Compu ation, found 
che Number.amoyntecd to: above, Forty.cight Thoufand.. - Theſe are. Ka 
cheir, ordinary Tricks, .apd with,us/they. have, now. ceaſed -c0,be. 

dalous3. tor by om. 9A 
that. Party ;lyc, than. 9. fce. Danes drink, or Engliſs-Menca 


Pork Pu, ddin ng.-..So.that, indeed Sir, Apicy, woo. heareily, x your Cha- | 


rity towards the bores Clergy. in-this Biogdom can be..in the lealt 
hip. LN ie Fog 1 hee: eſe. miſcrable * Og ; 

6 amet re-upon. this Head, and that. is, That 
THE bees 7" 2g way, muſt needs be falſe; u n this Ac- 
count, 'that.(as very mapy:have obſerved ). fince. ever che _Dcprivation- 
Work began al the Favour. ſhewo, has been; to thoſe -who leaſt de- 
ſerved-it ;, And if there was any leſs. knowing, .lels circuripe@: in their 
Lives, : oz;any.way-lelsqualificd for. contiguidg inthe-Miniltcry, they are 


the Men.,who. haye. hitherto eſcaped Deprivation. The Politick-is no 
morg.damnable, ; than; undexſiood.54for as: the ſhewip {ome Favour to 


tagh,: with Ke diſcerning Perſons, may ag to-palstor an A SUEnepE 


2 
* 


18 come to urns NO, nar Nepags to tonnd. _ 
k;. or 


Re” 
BONE. 


7 A; at, = 
. 


GAG 


[567] 


of the CouneiFs Moderation 3 ſo, under this Cover, they have the'o 

portunity of doing a great deal of Miſchief they ruin more fecurely, 
and with leſs Obſervation, thoſe of unqueſtionable- Lives and Abilities, 
and difable them from being Remoraes hereafter, either to the Setling, 
or Securing Presbytery, which they arc afraid they might have ben, at- 
ter, the preſent Fermcnt is over, had they continued in their Stations 3 


and hereby they hope to ruin their Reputations too with People who 
"think liede, and Strangers who cannot know all the Intrignes of their 


"Batineſs; for ſuch may readily conclude they have deſerved worle, ſec- 
ing theſe are deprived, while" others 'are preferyed; and then, belides, 
all this, co theſe leaſt deſerving, the ſeeming Favour of ſpariyg them at 
preſent is ſhewn upon this Deſign, in all likelihood, that: afterwards 
they may be ruined and diſgraced with the greater Contempt and Igno- 


- miny tor, bcing the weaker Men of the Epiſcopal Side, they foreſee 
they will not only not be able to make a ſuitable Reliftance tothe zealous 


Gang, when it ſhall be in Circumfiances fo diſpute it-with them, but 
alſo" it will be eafic for the Ecclefiaftical Viſitations'to depoſe them 3 and 
not on'y ſo, but their Fa!l, when it comes, may be readily improven in- 
to an heavy Reflection on all of Epiſcopal Principles3 and Fanaticks 
'will have in readineſs to fy, that the whole Party was ftill ſuch, and 
by theſe it may bc judged what all the reſt either were or are. This is 
truly the Politick, Sir; but by this time Fthink I have infifed too much 
on this purpoſe. | | | | 
The other thing perhaps is more material; for when you have confi- 
dered all I ſaid in my laſt, perhaps you may think it firange that you have 
found nothing concerning the Inclinations of the generality of-the Peo- 
ple 4 and fuch a genera] Perſecution of the Epifcopal Clergy on: the one 
one. hand, and fo deep a Silence. concerning the Reſcntments of "the 
Penpte on the other, may perchance ſeem to you a Demonitration of the 
Truth of that Article in our new Claim of Right, (for we may thank our 
Staxs, we have once gotten an Original Contra betwixt King and Peo- 
ple,) which affirms, that Prelacy, and the Superiority 'of any Ofhee in-. 
the Church above Presbyters, is and hath been a'great and infupportable 
Grievance and Trouble to this Nation, and contrary tothe Inclinations. 
of the generality of the People, &c. But the Truth is, Sir, as from the 
beginning I was unwilling to fall foul upon the State, 'ſ{oÞ thought thar 
did not:come fo naturally in my way ; for my Deſign was, only to ac- 
quaint'you'with the Treatment of the Clergy, and not to canvas every 
Aiſertions that has been boldly obtruded on the World by their Perſecu- 
tors. But fceing that Article makes ſuch a noiſe, and I hear ſome of 
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your Engliſh Pamphleteers are taking notice of it, 'and talking confident 


ly that it is true; 1 arh conteht#6trouble'yor? wich'a dozenof Lines,'or 
fo, | about it. -Andiin the: place? JE; Se ru Py "ne oe) | 
"Perhaps it' might” be TUlcichy* | 
"What thdugh; the generſity of the People-were (o- endline#?/ Wilt it 


follow; therefore, Epiſcopacy ought 46/ be aboliſhed in; Scotland? If 1 


miſtake not, 1 have (heard: as good Argiitnents anſwered with: a N#r 
ſequitur. Bat if I am'mhiltakeri, / and the Argument Is: good; then all 


you Gentlemeo,' the Divines of ' England, are moſt miſcrably affronted  - 


affronted, 1-ſay, by the Scotch/Meeting of Eftates, ' though there was not 


ſo much as one Divine amongſt them; when they. voted :their Claim,” 


of Right: You have been wretchedly out alt this whilez/4in your: Dif- 


putes with the Papiſis, though you made a great: noiſe with them (and. 
they were too weak -for you ) thele four or tive Years by-gone:. You. 
have never hit upon the true Rule of Faith and- Manners ( fhill I call - - 
it ) or-the Jade, the infalible Judg of Controverſies 3; that Honor was _ . 


. reſerved for the Sevtch Laicks, they" are the Men who have been the 
trueStudents-of the Diſciplina Arcani, and have fallen upon the Knack ; 
The lnclinations of the generality of the People ( though God knows 


what a Rule it would have made in-our Saviour's time?) are the thing 5. 


they arc Rule or Judge, or whatcver:you pleaſe tocall them, and\what 


wore would you haye ?* Lord, what a'Field has a Man here, ithe pleaſed * 
to be. wanton !- But Fmuſt-cut ſhort,” and therefore let qmeretumn'to'be - 


ſerious :- Why then, to rell-yowtin a Wordg'Sir, if I may fay-R with 
out giving the Lye to the-Convention, + , | 


- \ 


There is-not a falſer Propofition: in the World, than that the Tnelina-- 
tions of the geperality of the People of Scotland arc againt Epiſcopacy,.. 
or that they look upen it as' a great and'infopportaple (Grievance and- 

Froublc to the Nation : Aud ler us have-a Poll for it when they will, - 
and- you. (hall quickly-ſee the Demonſtration.” | If this does not ſatisfe.. . 


» 


_ you, 1 have more-yct'to fay.” 


I can -affiem with a well'gr 


(whoſe Senſe,” in my Opinion,  ought;-in all reafony to: got for the Senic 
of the- Nation) I'dare boldly aver, not the thirteenth: For, notwithſiand- 
ing all the Cham 


all che: Kingdom, that Fanaticiſm has-allalongft had-tirtle footing in 
that Grier falfof the Kingdom. which lies on the Noeth of ao 


cieng t6fAy_no more; but, What then 


| fi a \ ounded Affarance, that” if by the Peopk... 
you- mean the Commonalry,” the rude,” illiterate.Vulgns, thethird Man: 
through theiwhole Kingdom is nor. Presbyterian 3 and if: by:the Peo- 
ple you mean-thoſe who are Perſons of better Quality and:Education, _ 


r5 that-atemade -onithat Head, ?tis-well known- to - 


- 


(ip 


Chocetherr-Patior was Hefirived) ſupphcated the Gauncily! 
- the Vacancy, they'might have Regalar Clexrgy-Men co officiate amongſt - 
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: 3nd though the Party has bien. infinitely carnelt and, active. to inceeal 
-and multiply/theix Numbets every where, yet in all that Country Bey 


could never get above three or four, Mecting-houſes ercQcd, ,and.th 
eo-very ipele frequented, Fs eqgograged :''\Nay,! even! on; this fide the 
Tay; \{exvept-in the five ag. (1 a 

was never engaged. in aaa i :i Fox convioging] you of this, I. will 
-auk no-other Poſtulate, than: what I {uppoſe;you, and all cob 
'Mcn_will-readily gravitz ard that is, that: Fanaticiſm is more, apt to 
ſpread and prevail in Towns, than in the Country 3. ſo that, by them we 
may beſt judge of the Numbers of the Party, © It would make.an.into- 
lerable Work to-go through /@ll 3. let. me only inſtance in ſome of them, 
where the Experiment has:been remarkably made, not many Months 
-2g03 and by theſe you thay judge of the reli, 7% 


At Perth, (or- St, Fobnſtown,) where now a Presbyterian Miniſtet is 


moſt iliegally poſſcfled of the Church, the tenth Man does not. go to 
bear him; and particularly, oot; one-;of the Magiſtrates,, though. they 


were: eleted' by Poll. « At Compar,: tn Fife, the Presbyterian Preacher 
(now /poſſeffed- of the Church) -lometimcs has not” forty or fifty People 
in his Congregation : The great Body waits, all upon the Regular Clep- 
gy,” who'have there got a Mecting-houfe. _* Tis much the fame at St. An- 
drews. . At Sterling, aud Burnt-Ifland,: the Magilirates were likewiſe cho- 
(en by the}Poll,- but:aH Malignants, as they. call them.; At Ster/ing.Cas, 


1 fold.) the Presbyterian  Votes;were hot One-to, Six'3 'at Burnt: ſlang, - 


they,were but One to Three, - *Tis trieg- indeed; the Privy Council has 
turn'd out theſe' Magiſtrates in both Towns, and [put Presbyteriangin 
theixftead. + (Some-adrmire how arbitrarily it was dong, :byt. 1. am pnly 
copcernediſorþe Inclinations of the geperalicy of the Peoples,. ;. -- 
At Mrrflebarg,morethaneightcen otcwonrt mba: $9 eels again 

£þat»: during 


them. I could inſtance alſo in Dumfermling; Dyſert, Weems, Leith, Fed- 
burgh, Kelſo, and-many other places. Nay, 6 11:07.lonto cited 
;.Even'io Edzirdwrgh,. the Ghurches where: the Epiſcopal Glezgy. (who 


 havegomplicd } preach,/-are more thionged, ;and{bateer frequented, than 


the @huirchts uſurped by the Presbyterians 3+ not-to meritign,, that 
Suitlayithere are five or bx (cveral Mcetingsof Men, whoge 
well pleaſed with either Presbyterians, or complying:Epiſcopali: 
L cellyoufurther:yct, what Lam credibly told -concerningie 
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but he Had peg re; Noe Poa {6 bn2s nemd one. Coittcilan: 
- the Explieztior of a Text; never one Citation/ out.of Father, Poet, 
, never:one paſſage cither of.Civil.,or ; Church: Hiſtory.: 

Whos: ; Crephied:y. Rbony 1s ſeems then. ye get nothing bus pure Jerigture, 
clen'Gifpet = But tell ye get. axy great abvindance of grod Senſe # 
To tell the teutb,- (he-an wt, event as. little of thay thy as. any' Man could. 
wiſh * Bue what needs more? Theyi them(ſclves are begin- |: . 

ning/now to be ſenfible that they are, by far, the ftnaller, Par-.+ *- Sze the» 
ty 3 and if Þpleafed, Þconld name a certain Perſon, a Statefs Paſt fofas, ; 
ran, who had-a great hand ia the late Revolation, and-has 
yer in the preſent Government, who confeſſed lately to mother certain. n 
Perfon, that.now he was perſuaded (though he never belicved-it before, 
that the Epiſcopal was. not ouly by far the INegſer;. but-even the better; 
part” of the Nat 54 Bat after all this, 

Perhaps you may ſtart:the Difficulty. How came it then to paſs, thae- 
that Article was pat in _the Claim of Kiahe, and the Presbyterian Party. 
prevailed-fo far in the Convention. and. Parliament #L could eafily. give . 
you abundant ſacisfaRion as to-that too, but.it would requite' a fuller: | 
Deduction thay Dam willing to-fall upor at prefeot;conly,, in- a Word; 
when che; Members-for the Convention were z chufing, the Kingdom-ge=- - 
nerally was in-a-perfe& Confuſion 3 vaſt numbers 'of: Reople there were 
whoſe Opinions would not allow thera to- give. any. Countcnance. to the- 
then TranſaRtions, they having many Scrup!es in their Heads concerning: 
the Lawfulneſs of that whole Procedure ; On the other.hand, the Prefs. 
bytcrians: 


F<: 


wh 


were made uſe of, for inveigling theſe Members who were: ; 
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byterians, -fondiof the. Opportunity of gettivga King depoſed, and ther” 
Diana (et up) were infinitely dil:gent 3: {b many EleQtions wete very fax 


from being what ' they would have been, had: the Loyal and+Epiſcopal 


Party beſtirred themſelves as they might : Neither yet -wouldithat have: 


done the bufinels, 'in atlprobability.- tor; even as-EleQions paſſed;when 


the Members tirſt convened at Edinburgh, had any. Intereſt eſpouſed by.” 
them been ſubje&ed to a Vote, Aﬀairs had gone far otherwiſe that they | 


did. "But the Presbyterian Party fore-ſeeing- that, induſtriouſly--pro- 
je&ed, Delays; and protracted Time, and in. the: interim were-infinitely 
vigilant” to/biaſs' the Members 3 {o that before rither.the; Forfeiture- of 
the King, or that Article of the Claim of Right 1am now concerned-in, 
were voted, many of the Nobility, all che Biſhops, and a greatnutnber 


of Barons and Burgeſſes had deſerted the Houſe, and not a few of thoſe 


who ſtaycd nad (what through Fear ,and Weakneſs, and' the like Infir- 


-mities) changed. their Principles which their EleQors ſuppoſed were in. 
. them, and they bronght to Edinburgh with them... This is the: true way 


that Matters-went. 1 could cafily:give you an Account of the:T 


.. 


opicks 


upon ; ft was impoſſible the Proteſtant Religion could te otherwite ſe- 
cured; ' England was a wiſe Nation, they. had ſet the Crown on King 
William's Head already; if Scotland ſhould diſſent, it would ruin-the 
Nation 3 the Engliſh were Tatisfied Presbytery ſhould be eſtabliſhed herc, 
and King Vilizm was carncſt for' it 3 (which, to. tell you by the by, I 
never, or very hardly could perſuade my fclf to believe; ) and a-great 


many more to the ſame purpoſe., Theſe, and twenty things more, I - 


could deduice-more largely, if it were needfulz but my Paper is now 
very near ſpent, and fo you muſt content your ſelf with what. you have 
got at prefent. | © it WO/ : 


Thus, Sir, *in two long Letters, I have endeavoured in part. to ſatis- 
fi: you concerning the preſent Eſtate of the Scotiſh Clergy. If my Ac- 


count is lame, it is no wonder, for I am none of the moſt obſerving. 
Men inthe World ; and I was obliged, for very good Reaſons, to for- - 


bear conſulting others, and uſe only ſuch Materials as my*own Obſerva- 
tion-could afford me.” But this I can fay over again, Though you have 
not all, yet you have nothing but Truth.; and though it be not well di- 


gelted, it is as well as I could; conſidering my Conveniences. And ſo. 


1 bid you heartily farewell ;- bing, &c. 
POST- 
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© I was nee minded to have told you fully too, what bitter RefleQions 
© our Presbyterians are daily caſting upon your Church of England; how 

they condemn her Clergy for deferting the Principles of Paſive Obe- 
dience and Non-reſiſtance, they were wont to Glory ſo much inz how 
it is their common Talk, that King FY/itiam-loves Epiſcopacy: as ill in - 
England; as in Scotland, and would be content to have it away. ( they 
believe, .to make way for the Dutch Model ) if he could: get it done 
and twenty other ſuch Stories, But Ibelieve, *tis. only their. Hatred to _ 
your Conſtitution, makes' them talk ſo. . Yet this is certain, we have 
here Reprinted a Pamphler, called the Ceremony-monger, and .( as Iam 
informed )) at the command of ſome great Perſon. © _ _... Ce” 
I am afraid, that-poſſibly T.may have been injurious to.the Privy 
Council, in giving a partial Account of their A paſſed on Chriſtmas. 
Eve laſt 3 for I find many People arc-of the Opinion, that it is not,to. 
be limited to the year 8g, but may comprehend forrher years alſo, for: 
which Reaſon, and becauſe in- its 'Narrative, it. briogs . ſome -further 
Light (though it needed nomore:) to what Thad afferted concerning 
their being refuſed the Protection of the Government, who were turn- 
ed out of their Churches by. the Rabble, before the Thirteenth of 4pril, | 
I have ſubjoined the-AR here word by word, -as it ſtands. in the Regi-. 

Ker. Ang tis thus; > AT Es 
At Edinburgh, Decem. '24. 1689. The Lords of His Majeſties Privy 
Corncil conſidering, that by the A of the” Meeting of the Eftates of the Dato 
the Thirteenth of April laſt, - there.is- a difference made betwixt the Miniſters 
then in poſſeſſion and exerciſe of their Miniſtery at their refpeftive Chnurehes, 
and thoſe who were uot ſo, and that the Caſe of the. Miniſters who were not 
in the aftual exerciſe of their Minifteria} Fundtion the Thirteenth Day of April 
laſt by-paſt, lies yet under the Conſideration. of the Parliament , and left. in 
tbe mean time they may call and purfue for the Stipend alledged due to them, 
or pt in Execution the Decreets and Sentences already obtained at their In- * 
ſtance, for the ſame, before the Eftates of Parliament can. meet, and give 
their Determination. 4s to that Point. Therefore the ſaid Lords of Privy 
Council, finding that the Cafe foreſaid, depending before the Parliament, is 
not obvious to be cognoſced, and decided upon by the inferior Fudges but thas 
the ſamine ſhould be left intire to the Deciſion of the Parliament, have thought 

fit.to ſignifie to all inferior Conrts and <ts o of the Law, that the Matter 
p27; RE | aboue- - 


4 - 


bes 4; es 
above-mentioned i depending before the * Parliament 3 to the effelt they may . 
regulate and govern themſelves in the judging of all Proceſſes to be intended 
before them upon the ſaid Matter, or in executing Sentences already pro- 
nounced. thereupon, as they will be anfwerable.. | TN 


: Sic ſubſcribicur, 


Crafard J.P; D.S. lon. 


I have juſt now (after my Sheet was ended) learned a Paſſage, which  - 
j5_put for the confirmation” of that which has a Croſs at it, and. on the 
- Margin refers to the Poſtſcript. It is, that a Presbyterian Miniſter in 
Edinburgh confeſſed (with regret) to a Gentleman, this ſame very Week, 


| that. within this Half-year by-gore their Party has loſt a great many 


Thouſands ; *tis true, he called them forty 3 but 1 muſt beg his Par- 
don 3 for 1 doubt if they could ever reckon by ſo great numbers in the 
whole Kingdom ,. (Ifill except the” five Weſtern Shires, whete yet 
there's as little Religion as in any part of Chriſtendom.) He faid fur- 
ther, that tho. Patrpnages were a great Corruption, and-the: Church 
would never be. well conſtitute till they were aboliſhed; and popular 
Ele&ions advanced. in their ſtead, yet they are not inclined that" that 
matter ſhould be determined the enſuing Seflion of Parliament; becauſe _ 
they tind, as the preſent Inclinations of_the- generality of 'the People. 
- 80,- were the ſettling of Miniſters referred-to popular,EleRions, they 
would. chuſe all-cither Cameronians, or of Prelatical Principles : I fup- 
poſe his Meaning was, in the often mentioned five Weltern Shires,” 
Gameronians would be choſen,” and. Epiſcopal Clergy-men through the 
reſt of the Kin dom._generally. - By this. ye- may judge,. whether F had 
reaſon to ſay, that their Party is very. much diminiſhed, and; themſelves . 
are very ſenlible of it. | : ; | Eg = 


The Fourth LETTER | 


| Bdinb. Fan, IF. 1696: i 


_— * 1 - 
STK Ef | : 


Wiſh you a good New-Year.. When I parted with you lately” at 
© Loudon, I found your Tenderneſs and Compaſſion enclin'd''you 
ordered me. then to let. you know whether the truth of Things would 


juſtifie the Reports that went: current there, of the Sufferings of the 
Clergy : 1 found that the half was not told'you then of. what is com- 
| Pres knowa in this place. - No Hiſtory can! parallel the” tragical 
 Difaſtersthe Clergy have*met with. ſince the beginning of this Reyc- 
lation :. it is very ſurpriſing,,- the preſent Governors ſhookdamake it 
their Buſineſs to (acritice the: Eplicopgl Cong ( by Law eſtabliſhed 
co the Fury. and; blind: Rage of. an' oppoſite: Fation :- Strangers will 
- wonder at- itz, and. it 5 not cafily accountable: what cah be the” Po- 
litick to-imbitter. fo conſiderable, a-Body: It is ſhameful for the Judges 
to be ſo partial, as plainly and; opcnly to avow, they do not intend 
their Obedience, but their Ruiv.- To give you a particular' Account 
of the Diſgraces and. Aﬀronts put ' upon the Clergy :fince the bepin- 
ning, of 168g. would fill. a Volumes How they have been driven'irthe 
midſt of Winter, with their Wives and: tender-Children;- from their 
_ Houſes and Reſidence:.nor-is this to,.be imputed ſo much to-the bar- 
barous Executioners;. as to the bloody and- enthiuſiaftick: Cottipaty that 


to lament the fad Condition of our Church 3 and-Fremember you .  _ 


inſpir'd them, There-is no Safety: for ſome Men, but in the univerſal -- | 


Shipwreck of :Church'..and. State: the ſhaking! of the' Nation' was ſo 
terrible, that all the Scum got uppermoſt; our. State: and our Church - 
were at once levelled with the Earth; and the: Proteſtant Religions Toft 

Ats former ſignification (when: we underſtood: by it urmix'd Chriſtiani- 
ty free from: Superſtition and Enthuſiaſm) and:now-it is no more*tharn'” 
every. Man's fantaſtick-Humory- new Models of Government; and a1. 
berty to pull down the things: that 'are moſt ancient-and moſt ſacred; 


Will not the Proteſtants of England wonder, that ſome of our Miniſters © _ 


have been-deprived for not reading a Proclamation for a Faſt, the Nar- 
: | I.2 | _rative 


RES” | 
. 
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rative whereof implied no-lefs than that the Epiſcopal Clergy were. 
deſtitute of the Aſſiſtance of God's Spirit in the exerciſe of their Mi- - 
nifiry: You .may {ce the Paper when you. pleaſe, and. I believe a-_ 
coarſer you never ſaw in print, -Not to mention: here, that the Art \ _ 
of all Mankind could not make Senſe of a certain Paragraph in 
it, And-is-it ' not as odd, that when they. were -fifted before the - 
= Council, they were not fo much as once asked' why they did not read 
that extraordinary Paper, concerning the late King 3 nor whether they 
will comply. with the preſent Government for the time-to come. - I 
know, if this Paper be ſeen abroad, their Impudence will contradi& 
it, but a matter of Fa& fo publickly known, defies Calumny it elf. 
I have ſpoke with many of the Clergy here, and: with a great mg- 
ny. of the Laity; and I never heard of any thing more bitter and 
perſecuting. How. unworthily the Miniſters of Edinburgh particularly 
have been treated in this Aﬀair, the -World may judg by- this one 
| Inftance. The faid Paper paſs'd in.the Convention of the"Efſtates up- 
"0 on Friday, it comes from the Preſs late at Saturday, and the Miniſters 
within the City upon half an hours Advertiſement on 'Suzday Morn- 
ing were enjoined to Read it,- under pain of Deprivation. I remem- 
ber you once. blamed the Clergy for not Addrefling the preſent Court / 
for Protg&ion.: They made their Application from the beginning, but ' 
"b to no purpoſe, though they were - furniſhed with all neceffary Evi- 
8 dence of their bad Uſage. You know that Presbytery is to be cfta- 


_ 


bliſhed here by the next Seſſion of Parliaments ' and you know that 
WE - the-Romaen Inquilition is not half ſo rigid as that will be when they 

 -* are once in the Saddle: To what purpoſe then: ſhould they beat the 

* Air, when. their Ruin is thought by many.to be a part of the Bar- 
Þ ain, There is nothing (o inconſiſtent with Presbytery, as Toleration 
' 618 of any that differ from them in the leaſt Tota': It is true, they are 

h againſt the Apolſtolick DoGrine of Non-Reſiſtazjice, but they will. not. 

' be rcfilted themſelves. And fince the Epiſcopal Clergy here know 

WE * they are given upas a Prey to their Enemies Teeth, they had rather fit 
Wu  filent under their Malleur, than firuggle 'with the Stream when it is ' 
Ph fo violent and impetuous, The-preſent FaCtion endeavor by all Art and. 
WE - * Induſtry, to perſuade King Jilliam, that the Flower and Multitude 
| of the. Nation is for . Presbytery : it werean caſte thing for him'to put. 
this to the Tryal :: Let the Feſt-Comntry People, who are ſo brave and 
[i generous ,in_ tearing Miniſters Gowns, reduce the Highlanders now in 
WW; * Arms for King Famer, and then let it be-granted,; that they are-the 
| Men they” pretend to- be : : And unleſs they are able to to do this, we | 
WI A | malt £2 
j '$ ; - : | 
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vſt-judge of- as a clamorous an 
muſt judge of them as a'clai | 


A 


Nature it is,” to crols and: refift every Creatare' that's but called'a Ring. 


And it is very wonderfu), that all the Ciyil Magiſtrates in Chriſtendom. 


- do-not-baviſh that Supremacy. of the Kirk from off the; Earth, belng 
equally ſubverſive of all Republicks, as it is irideed inconfiſtent wi 
Monarchy. The 'Proteſtants ,. in the beginning of the Reformation, 


thought they did Chriftendom good Service when they diſcovered and - 
expoled the'Tyranny of: the: ao ve Tri rigor over Chriſtian Magi- 
trine' of Rome is here huggd, as the 


ſiratesz but the yery fame' D | 
great . Palladium 'of' the Proteſtant Religion. And. to be ſhort, let 


them ſwear Allegiance to all the Kings in Chriſtendom, -it miiſt be in - 
Subordination ' to this*great Airticle, that* all: Perſons ahd Councils .. 
muſt firike' Sail to omnipotent Presbytery 3 they are taught by : their +. 
hopes. of 'Heaven,to 'refiſt 'the” King, when he either counteraQs or - 
contradicts the Deciſions of the General Aﬀembly, which General Afſ- . 
ſembly \may and ought to mect; when and where they pleaſe, without - 
or-againft the Ring's expreſs Will. ;Theſe are not imaginary Cone - 


ſequences faſten'd on them 'and'their DoQrine' by ' Art and-ill Na- 


ture; but the plain Hiſtory of 'what they . have done here ; and by- 


their Principles-are obliged fill to do. © A' Liberty to' tyrannize over 


all not. of their-fiatyp, 'is-the Idol they adore :*the Kirk Supremacy 15- -- 
by. ſo much-the:more miſchieyous, by. how. much' it is more. inquilt-.- 


tive, . precipitate, 'and confuſed than the pretended Authority of the 
Biſhop. of Romy ;' but I-have digrefſed: too far. * If the Diſaſters un- 
der which the' Clergy groan were confined. to what they have ſuffer'd 


d'Inconfiderable Faction, whoſe 


®. 


in their own Nation, it may' be they would endure it with greater -- 


Patience. . But when the FaQtion have hired ſome ſcurrilous Scriblers - 
to defame them abroad' by weekly Libels, it cannot but excite In- - 


dignation and Pity. There appear'd a Pamphlet lately called Plain + 


Dealing if the Author had been conſiderable for any thing, he. might 


be ſufficiently expoſed for his. Lics3 but being but newly-put upon. + 


writing of Books; he muſt be excuſed if. he cannot otherwiſe ſupport .- - 
the Faction, 'but by Calamny-3 when he is'more expert he will detend 
them with plauſible and artificial 'Stories. It 4s not worth your while . 
to go.,through (the ſeveral Inconſiftences. and. whining Impertinences '- + 
that are in that Pamphlet. ' It is 'enqugh to glance at one,-by* which - 
you may guels at the' Man's TImpudence, viz. That in the Parliament - ' 
168 5. all the Biſhops, except three, were for repealing the_Penal- -- 
Laws againſt the Papiſts, when: jt is known'to the whole Nation, that - - 
a. of them almoſt were determined. to Vote againſt the Repealing bo 
TL | thole. 
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- thoſe Laws, if ever that Afﬀair was offer'd-in Parliament: avd ſuchiof | * 


them as might be thought to favour the deſign of repealing thoſe 
Laws, did -nkrs judge their Method in their Circumſtances at that 
time, to be the beſt Fence and Shelter againſt Popery 3, and all their 


Conceſſions did not amount to Minbeer Fagel's famous Letter, which 


*%* : a 


contained the Scntiments of the preſent Court. 


When the Fa&ion had Tuined the Clergy at home, they were afraid 
they might-be pitied abroad 3..and-to. juſtice their Sacriledge and Vil- 


* Jany, they. endeayour to cover them all under Libels and: Inycdtives, 


and repreſent them to other Nations as vicious and- illiterate. :-For 
the-Information of Strangers, I-will conſider both parts of the. Accu- 
fation; firſt, As to the Immoralities alledged againſt the Clergy, there 
"cannot be a more atrocious and ſpiteful Calumny ; it is not poſſible for 
them to convince-credulous Strangers,, by an open, - fair, and- viſible 


"Tryal, that this is a Lye 3 for they have no Fence, againſt-the Malice 
and Aﬀivity of their Enemies, but their Patience: and their: Prayers:: 


Tf their learned and-compaſſionate Brethren in. England. would: interpoſe 


-ſo-far with the preſent Court, as to have this Aﬀair examined before 


any impartial. Judicature, then ſuch as were found guilty, ſhould be de- 
prived of the Honor of the Pricfthood, and. not luffered to continue. 


" Stumbling-Blocks to the People: but ler me acquaint you plainly, 


that there ſhall never be ſuch a Judicatory erected 3 and that it is: not 


. the Method of their Enemies, to have things fairly and-calmly enquired 


into: and therefore the Clergy beſecches all generous Stzxavgers to ftop _ 
their Ears againſt ſuch wicked and indefatigable'Calumniators; They 

give their Enemies open and publick, defiance upon this» Head: it/is 
enough that they, are baniſhed, rifled, and: plundered in/the moſt fa» 
-yage manner, though they be not robb'd of the Compaſſion of Stran- 


-Kers. It is true, that'in the. Records of- Council; relating to the de- 
| Shades Clergy, there is a Column containing Immoralicies libelled-again 


ſome'of them 3 but it's as true, that though they are recorded (tomake 


-the World believe them guilty ) yet they. were never. cxamined-fairly : 


the Artitice of their Enemies is mean, as, it-is wicked firſt; tor invent 


-Calumnies and Slanders, and then. leave them ,uncxamined, boldly: to 
"vent them amongſt Strangers, when they had- not the Confidence at 


home. to give one Inſtance of ſuch Immonalities, {t ſo many Hum- 
dreds that have been deprived. How cafily and! how fadly might” they 
recriminate upon this Head; but that's not-ſo pleaſant :in' it (elf, .nor 
will it ſerve the Deſigns of Chriſtianity. © But ſhortly there ſhall be:@ _ 


mere full, fxce, and particular Anſwer given to thoſe ſcandalous-Re- 


ports, 


! 
| 
you 
© of 


% 


corts, In a Treatife really for the Prefs. - The Perſecations of the Cle: © 

y here are beyond any parallel. '-I catnot-forbear co give you one In- 
Flnch of itz Mr-"Fob Mowbray, Miniſter of Strachbrack, complied with 
the preſent Government in all its fleps '(a plact-not above cight Miles 
from Edinbargh ; ) yet upon the'12th of Fuly 1689, a Company of Fa- 
naticks who were ſufficiently taught how eo.bchave themſclves, enter- 
ed his Houſe in a hoſtile. manner, tore his Gown, threatned his Life, 
beat his Daughter, and frighted his: Wife to Death : when their Fury 
was a little over, he ventur'd once again to officiate z but my Lor 
Cardroſs, Patton of. the: faid Church, and. one of the Privy Council, 
cauſed lotk the Charch-doors, and {ent His Minifter a packing, though | 
he defies the ſevereſt Tryal for Life or DoGtine; and all pi for no 
other reaſon, but becauſe he had: Epiſcopal 'Ordination; for my Lord's 
Conſcience did not allow hirn to hear.any ſuch, 

© As tothe other Accufation, of their being Ignorant, Iwould gladly 
know, who are theſe learned Gentlemen. among the Scorch Presbyte- 
rians that found them (6 after Tryal 3 this is a thing. they dare hot fo 
much as whiſper, at home, except it. be athongſt thoſe good Women + 
that ſell Tripes at the Cow-Gate. There could not be any thing thought- 
'on more comfortable to the Clergy here, than that there -were ſome 
learned and prays Engliſh Church-men ferit hither to enquire into the .. 
Literature and Sufficiencies of both. the, contending . Parttes. But. this-- - 
gh hone will never be heard; it's enough. that they are once run down 
with Clamor, Violence, and'Noife: Bur it is. no paxt of their buſineſs 
to: have-things put to a fair, ſerious, and open -Tryal; they dare not 
attempt it 3 and therefore I allbw you' to defie the Accuſers;of the 
Clergy- upon: this Head alſo : and to convince Strangers how improba- 
ble this Calumny*muſt be, tet them-conſider. how much the opprefſed - 
Clergy" was. arid is favercd By the Honorable and Learned: Society: of - 

_ the- College of Juſtice, 'who. are the beſt Judges in this Caſe. © The 
Blaſphemies and Foolerics' that are heard at preſent from the Palp'ts 
of Edin , make up-the-Entertainment of moſt Companies : they 
diſcourſe of the Myſteries of Chriſgianity ſo-coarſly , and familiarly as 


Aa” 
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poſſible -that the Regular Clergy, can be. ſo. ignorant as their.Enemics -- 
repreſent them for the Steps of their Tryal are-various and' difhenle,. 

before they 'ar& allowed ts prevely in publicky- and-when'they are pre- 
ſentedito a Chunch, theyrimdergo the ſ:mme; Trpats over again in' Fheo- 
logys. Languages; and; Prcacking.,. I never heard! that: the Pretbyterian 
Genius. was yery';fond -.of- tqo- much-Loarnidg;, cfpecially- _— a2 Wy 


they do of the meaneſt and vilch things. in; Natures, Buc .it.is not |. © 


i, anbrcrd No; he could. 
Its the faddeft. 
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